A Summary of the Priests’ Elephants Planning Committee Meeting of October 4, 2004

Present: Paul Chateau, Tom Gumbleton, Tony Kosnik, Tom Lumpkin, John Nowlan, Ed Scheuerman, Jerry Singer, and Norm Thomas

Dean Hoge Conference

Dean Hoge will share the findings of his study of priests in the U.S. on Monday, October 25th, from 1 – 5 pm at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park.  The conference is titled “Fostering Solidarity in the Presbyterate” and is intended for priests but others are welcome.  Names of active priests were surfaced for the panel that will respond to his presentations.  Chateau will offer lunch for those interested from noon to 1 pm.  (an R.S.V.P. is requested to determine how much food to get.)  A free will offering will be requested to pay for costs.  Gumbleton will take care of the mailing and introduce the speaker.  Chateau will facilitate the afternoon.  Joe Dailey will be asked to record the presentations.  Wurm will contact the Catholic Book Store to get copies of Hoge’s book for sale and, if possible, a display of books.

Call Letter to Presbyteral Council

68 priests have signed it.  It will be on the agenda of the presbyteral council at their October 11th meeting.  Lumpkin has talked with Dave Buersmeyer and requested an informal gathering of the council members and signers outside of a regular council meeting to leave enough time for good discussion.  If the meeting has not yet happened before the Hoge Conference, those in attendance who have not signed the letter will be invited to do so.

Urban Agenda Committee

Two meetings have been held, both well attended with city personnel and parishioners.  There are now five committees: Education, Racism, Parish Ministry, Jail & Prison Ministry, and Christian Service.  There is also a steering committee.  Two conveners from each committee are charged with getting their committee members together before the end of each month.

Other

There was discussion on the strategic plan for the parishes of the diocese.  No one had yet seen the workbook that the parishes will be asked to use. It was recommended that the Elephants become involved.  Two suggestions that surfaced: 1) encourage parishes not to cooperate with the process; 2) hold some king of workshop for parishes that would open up questions that could be asked about the process e.g. are the criteria upon which parishes are to evaluate themselves good ones?  It was recommended that the whole Elephants group deal with this task, and not the priests’ planning committee.

Future meetings will be scheduled as appropriate; e.g. to evaluate the Hoge Conference.

Submitted by Tom Lumpkin

