A Summary of the Priests’ Elephants Planning Committee Meeting of Nov 11, 2004

Present: Gerry Bechard, Paul Chateau, Ed Farrell, Tom Gumbleton, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, John Nowlan, Ed Scheurerman, Norm Thomas, Larry Ventline, Bob Wurm

Evaluation of Dean Hoge Conference

100+ participants.

Costs ( $800 for speaker, $120 for food) covered by free will donations.

Recommendations for future events:

1) One person should be the overall coordinator. ( Ed Scheuerman is willing to do this if available; Ed Farrell is willing to assist)

2) Prayer at beginning and end ( Early departures for the Jack Trese funeral liturgy affected the end of the Hoge conference)

3) 3) Mike LeFevere  should be kept abreast of the next event with a phone call.

Next Event

The reminder of the meeting revolved ( and I do mean “revolved” ) around three issues:

1. How to present to the presbyterate and local Church our analysis of the root of the current problems in the Church ( noticably, the lack of  participatory, “democratic”  means of governance in church structure ).

2. The desirability of focusing on some local specific issue(s) that manifest the root problem (e.g. the archdiocesan “strategic plan”) through some concrete action(s).

3. The need to become better/more formally  organized to ensure support for one another and add “weight” to our positions.

The three above issues are interrelated, so that dealing with one of them can also indirectly help deal with the others.

It was consequently decided to have an event open to all ( ordained and lay ) that would both present an analysis of the problem Church-wide from a known speaker ( Fr. Tom Rausch was recommended), then focus locally on the archdiocesan strategic plan and lead to action(s).  A subcommittee of Gumbleton, Farrell, Lumpkin and Thomas will plan the details.

Submitted by Tom Lumpkin

