A Summary of the Priests’ Elephants Gathering of July 6, 2004

Present were: Gerry Bechard, Paul Chateau, Tom Gumbleton, Tony Koskik, Ralph Kowalski, Tom Kramer, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, John Markham, Bob Morand, John Nowlan, Ed Scheuerman, Jerry Singer, Norm Thomas, Larry Ventline and Bob Wurm

Evaluation of Priests Forum of June 28th
The forum was perceived as a refreshing, positive, energizing experience by the 100+ who attended. Costs ( $1,000. ) were covered by free will donations, with $555. left over that was donated to St. Leo Parish.

The Next Steps

Basen upon the written suggestions of attendees, a committee of Gumbleton, Kosnik, Kyle, Lumpkin, Wurm and Ventline will draft a document. The draft will be presented to the attendees for revision, approval and a “signing on” before Sept 1st. It is intended to be the basis for a Fall presentation to the Presbyteral Council. Ultimately it is seen as raising issues for the next convocation.

Another forum will be planned for the Fall. First choice is to arrange for a presentation with discussion on Dean Hoge’s study of the U.S. priesthood, with particular emphasis on his findings in the archdiocese. (E.g. the study showed the dissatisfaction level of the younger priests to be higher than the national average.)

Nowlan will speak with Thomas about establishing a subcommittee focusing on church presence ( or lack thereof) in the city.

Kramer will initiate conversation with some of the ordained within the past 15 years.

It was decided to send a letter to our mailing list supporting the “Dreaming with Giants” conference in August sponsored by the Offices for Pastoral Ministries and Priestly Life and Ministry.

No date was set for the next meeting. As soon as the draft document is ready, one will be scheduled. Other agenda items will be an update on the proposed Fall forum and reports from Nowlan and Kramer on their efforts.

