A Summary of the Priests’ Elephants Planning Committee Meeting of Feb 14, 2005

Present: Gerry Bechard, Ed Farrell, Tom Gumbleton, Ralph Kowalski, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Bob Morand, John Nowlan, Ed Scheurerman, Jerry Singer, Norm Thomas, Larry Ventline

Upcoming Forum on Reform of Church Structures

A format for the forum was prepared by the subcommittee of Farrell, Gumbleton, Lumpkin and Thomas. It comprises a presentation by a main speaker on the need for church reform in general and a second presntation by Tom Gumbleton on local church reform with several times for participants’ input and, finally, action proposals.  The speaker we first proposed, Tom Rausch, is out of the country till late May. Other names were proposed. The “top three” choices are: 1) Richard McBrien 2) Tom Fox 3) Michael Crosby.  Gumbleton will do the contacting. The date will depend on the speakers’ availability. Sacred Heart (Detroit) activities building is the likely place. The consensus was that it is best to do it in an afternoon, rather than an evening, even though this forum is open to all and not only clergy.

Report on Church presence in the City

All city parishes have been invited to a meeting on Wednesday, Feb 16th. The meeting will focus on two questions: 1) Can we ourselves develop a workable urban agenda? Can we then make it happen? At the meeting the archdiocesan video on the Together In Faith initiative will be shown. The suitability of its criteria will be discussed - e.g how do we understand sacramentality, sustainability and being strategic. Should other criteria also be considered?  If our criteria are different from those of the archdiocese, how then can we implement them?

The Presbyteral Council’s response to our Call letter

The presbyteral council has chosen not to affirm the Call letter signers’ request for a meeting.  It is our understanding that their decision was initiated by the Cardinal, who said our concerns should be addressed with the regional bishops and vicariates.  It was decided not to let the matter rest, but to send a new letter to the presbyteral council requesting a meeting.  Larry Ventline offered to draft the letter.

Submitted by Tom Lumpkin

