A Summary of the Priests’ Elephants Planning Committee Meeting of August 13, 2004

Present: Gerry Bechard, Tom Gumbleton, Tony Koskik, Tom Kramer, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Bob Morand, John Nowlan, Jerry Singer, Norm Thomas

Review of Draft Open Letter to presbyteral Council

The draft, A Call toward a More Healthy, Scripturally Based and Open Church, was accepted with a few suggested additions.  It was agreed to mail it out to all priests on the archdiocesan mailing list. Bechard and Lumpkin will compose a cover letter to go out with it.  Gumbleton will cover printing and mailing costs.  Priests will be invited to “sign on” to the Call by a certain date.   Then the letter will be sent to the presbyteral Council, with all the collected signatures, asking for a meeting with its members.  We will propose a meeting outside of a regularly scheduled one that will allow time for a good discussion.  Another meeting of the Planning Committee will probably be necessary to plan details.

Fall Forum on Dean Hoge Study on Priesthood

Contact had not yet been made with Hoge’s office.  Gumbleton will continue to pursue this.  Kosnik proposed an agenda for the forum.  It would be a day-long program, with presentations by Hoge’s staff and response from participants.  Part of the proposed response would be a panel with two younger priests and two older priests.  Kramer will work on getting the priests for this panel.  Lumpkin will work with Gumbleton and Kosnik to work up and mail an announcement of the forum.  Our Lady of Fatima is the agreed upon proposed site.  The forum is envisioned as intended for all priests, including those removed and presently inactive.

Committee on the Church’s Presence/Absence in the City

Parish staffs and parishioners of all parishes in the city of Detroit and Pontiac have been invited to a meeting at Sacred Heart Activities Building on Monday, August 23rd.  The agenda is to have participants identify issues and steps that need to be taken.  Thomas, Singer, Morand, Markham and Gumbleton are chairing this effort.

No date was set for the next meeting. We will schedule one after receiving the Presbyteral Council’s response to our request for a meeting. Other agenda items will be updates on the Fall Forum and a report from the Committee on Church Presence in the City.

Submitted by Tom Lumpkin

