A Summary of the Priest “Elephants” Gathering on April 27, 2004

Present were: Gerry Bechard, Paul Chateau, Tom Gumbleton, Rick Hartman, Tony Kosnik, Ralph Kowalski, Tom Lumpkin, Joe Schoenherr, Ed Scheuerman, Bill Sherzer, Larry Ventline, Jim Wolf, Bob Wurm

It was agreed by those present that there is a need for an “unofficial” group to organize forums on topics that are germane to the life of the Church in the archdiocese.  Appropriate persons and groups within the archdiocese (e.g., the presbyteral council, the vicars) would be kept informed of the group’s projects.

Berchard, Chateau, Gumbleton, Hartman, Kowalski, Lumpkin, Scheuerman, Ventline and Wurm make up the initial members of this group.

Topics felt suitable for such forums: the abandonment of the city by the archdiocese; why a recent national study of priests showed the percentage of younger priests satisfied with their priesthood is lower in Detroit than elsewhere; the need to use other ways than clustering parishes to deal with the priest shortage.

The first topic to be addressed: alternatives to clustering.  Bechard, Gumbleton, Lumpkin, Ventline and Wurm will plan this forum.  All the priests of the archdiocese will be invited by letter to participate.  It will be held at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park.  Other details to come from the planning group.
