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DISCUSSING WHAT MAY NOT BE DISCUSSED
Eleventh Meeting

September 15, 2004

Minutes

Fr. Larry Ventline facilitated the meeting at St. Ronald’s, Clinton Township, MI.

Diane McDonald and Fr. Jim Andre OFM hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

Report from Priests’ Committee:

· The committee, led by Tom Lumpkin, drafted and forwarded a letter dated August 27, 2004 to all priests in the archdiocese.

· The letter was entitled: A Call toward a More Healthy, Scripturally Based and Open Church.
· Fifty-five priests had signed the letter at the time of the meeting; more signatures are expected.

· The letter has been placed on the agenda of he next Presbyteral Council meeting on September 20, 2004.

· The committee, led by Tom Gumbleton and Tony Kosnik, has planned another forum on October 25, 2004, 1:00 – 4:00 PM

· The speaker is Dean Hoge, author and professor at Catholic University, Washington, DC.

· The subject will be the level of dissatisfaction among younger priests.

· According to Dean Hoge, the level of dissatisfaction is significantly higher in Detroit than anywhere else in the U.S.

· The purpose of the forum is to understand the differences between older and younger priests.

· The location is TBD.

· The forum will be open to clergy and laity.

· The committee, led by Norm Thomas, is developing an agenda for city parishes.

· Planning meetings were held on August 23 and September 13, 2004 at Sacred Heart Activity Center, 1000 Eliot St., Detroit.

· 105 pastors, parish administrators, lay committee representatives and Catholic urban lay leaders attended.

· The purpose of this committee is:

· To develop an urban agenda for urban Catholic parishes

· To prioritize the suggested areas of concern

· To plan actions that will help execute our brainstorming ideas.

· Six sub-committees were established:

· Steering Committee, led by Roy Hoelscher

· Parish Ministry Committee, led by Mary Grace Hamilton

· Education Committee, led by Bob Morand

· Jail Ministry, led by Mike Lofton and John Humphrey

· Racism Committee, led by Cleophus Bradley,

· Christian Service Committee, led by Pat Abner

· The committee, led by Tom Kramer, is seeking to invite more newly ordained priests to participate in the Elephants’ meetings and discussions.

· Tom Kramer has talked to several newly ordained priests in the need to dialogue and to work together with older priests.

· Some newly ordained priests are interested in a forum with Rory Bolger on the Wayne State University study of the 1989 church closings and their impact on communities.

Report from Parish Clustering Committee:

· The committee, led by John Nowlan, reported that the strategic plan for parish clustering has been withdrawn.

· Strong negative reaction from clergy.

· Clustering too stressful for priests.

· Fear that many priests would not accept assignments to pastor clustered parishes.

· A new archdiocesan committee, led by Msgr. John Zenz, has not yet met.

· The sense is the new committee will promote parish closings/merging.

· A priest would be pastor of one parish only.

· This committee has been suspended until there is new information from the archdiocese.

Report from Vision Statement Committee
· The committee, led by Judy Sczcesny, presented a Vision Statement.

· The statement was a simplified version of a Vision Statement developed earlier by Larry Ventline.

· The attendees were generally satisfied, but suggested some additional work.

· The Mission Statement was questioned by Tom Lumpkin.

· He thought that the Mission Statement did not sufficiently identify the Elephants in the Living Room as different from other organizations, such as Call to Action.

· Gerry Bechard will lead a committee to restudy the Mission Statement.

· Since the Vision Statement is a development of the Mission Statement, further work on the Vision Statement will await clarification of the Mission Statement.

Report on the Finance Committee

· The committee, led by Lois Ellis, reported on continuing expenses for communicating with the membership and with the priests of the archdiocese.

· Stamps, envelopes, labels, copies, etc. cost about $100.00 per month.

· A post office box cost $48.00 per year.

· Mailings to the priests committee are currently covered by Tom Lumpkin.

· The cost to mail the letter to all priests in the diocese was covered by Tom Gumbleton.

· We should not expect them to continue to do this.

· Lois Ellis suggested that expenses could be covered by:

· Investments (contributions by members)

· Income from forums and conferences.

· The attendees contributed $208. 

Discussion on Next Steps

· The discussion was postponed to the next meeting.

Vote on the Letterhead Motto
· The vote was postponed to the next meeting.

Other Topics

· Some expressed concern over the tone of the archdiocese’s announcement concerning Fr. Fred Schweihofer, who resigned earlier in September as pastor of St. Rene Goupil, Sterling Heights, MI, to marry.

· Gerry Bechard will lead a committee of priests to write a letter to Fr. Schweihofer.

· Diane McDonald introduced an article by Randy Phillips entitled: Celibacy – Gift or Curse?
· Randy is pastor of St. Blasé, Sterling Heights

· He is a member of the Elephants in the Living Room.

· The article was published in Commonweal, September 10, 2004.

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Elephants in the Living Room will be on Thursday, October 14, 2004 at SS. Simon & Jude, 1700 Hubbard, Westland, MI at 12:00.  Fr. Gerry Bechard will host.  A light lunch will be served.  SS. Simon & Jude can be reached by going to I-94 and Merriman (Metro-Airport), then going north one mile to Palmer Road, then west ½ mile to Hubbard.  The facilitator will be Diane McDonald. 

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Attachments:

· A Call toward a More Healthy, Scripturally Based and Open Church

· Minutes of the Priests’ Elephants Gathering on August 13, 2004

· Minutes of the Clustering Committee meeting on September 2, 2004 

· Elements of a Vision Statement

· Celibacy: Gift or Curse

Draft
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