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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

www.geocities.com/elephantsinthelivingroom

Eighteenth Meeting

September 12, 2005

Minutes

Diane McDonald facilitated the meeting at St. Ives, Southfield.

Fr. Bill Sinatra hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

Treasurer’s Report
Marilyn LeBlanc

For the period of May 23, 2005 to September 12, 2005:

· Income:

$486.06

· Expenses: 
$720.00

· Total Assets:
$2,990.46

Urban Agenda Report
Fr. Bob Morand

· Urban Parish Office

· The Urban Agenda is opening an office to serve the particular needs of the city parishes.

· Members do not believe the AoD Office of Parish Life meets these needs.

· The Urban Agenda will meet Wednesday, September 14, 2005, 7 PM, at Sacred Heart, Detroit

· Members will approve a beginning structure and agenda

· The Urban Parish Office will be located at 9200 Gratiot, Detroit, MI

· It will share offices and facilities with the Detroit Pastoral Alliance

· Anticipated Parish Closings

· We need to do more than just meet and talk.

· We need to offer some type of positive intervention when parish closings are threatened.

· School Closings

· St. Martin DePorres was close to having a charter school.

· In August the Detroit Teachers’ Union complained that public school students would be lost to the new charter school.

· The superintendent of schools removed approval of St. Martin DePorres.

· The planning committee is investigating other approaches to reopening St. Martin DePorres.

Pastoral Plan Committee
Fr. Gerry Bechard

· Church Property Ownership

· According to the Catholic Bishops Act of 1867, the bishop has title to all church property.

· The bishop has sole authority to purchase and sell property and the disposition of assets.

· The committee is studying how to deal with this law.

· Aldo Vagnozzi, representative of the 37 District and a member of the Elephants, is assisting.

· In the diocese of Spokane – currently in bankruptcy – the bishop tried to tie property ownership to parishes to protect such property from sale to satisfy legal judgments related to sexual abuse.

· A judge has ruled against the bishop’s position.

· Linda Pieczinski, a vice-president of Call to Action and a former judge of the Illinois Supreme Court, speculates that the battle over ownership of church property will last 10 years.

· Parish Closing Support

· The committee has developed handouts to provide parishes who are notified of closing:

· Announcement of Parish Closing

· Model for letter regarding parish closing.

· The committee will announce services the Elephants can offer to parishes at the McBrien Educational Forum, October 10, 2005.

Education Committee
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· Richard McBrien Education Forum

· Fr. Richard McBrien is coming October 10, 2005 to Sacred Heart Church, Detroit, MI

· The forum will begin at 1:00

· The subject will be: “Critical Issues Facing the Church.”

· A light lunch will be offered at noon.

· Please RSVP if you would like to eat lunch.

· We will announce a list of services we can provide to parishes seeking alternatives to closing.

· A free will offering will be requested to offset expenses.

· We anticipate expenses of approximately $2,000.

· Video and audio recordings of Richard McBrien’s talk will be offered.

· Recommendations from the Tom Fox – Bishop Tom Gumbleton Forum

· Several recommendations were made to hold an archdiocesan synod.

· What is a synod?

· Groups meet

· Make recommendations

· Present them to the Cardinal.

· We’re looking for ways to address Church structures

· Richard McBrien has said, “You can’t pour Vatican II into old Church structures.

· Many commented that the archdiocese was losing or had lost the spirit of Vatican II.

· Some recommended a Truth and Reconciliation committee to provide for voicing of people’s grief.

Priests’ Convocation
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· The bi-annual convocation of archdiocesan priests will be held September 18-22 at Boyne Highlands.

· The Elephants in the Living Room traces its beginning to the last meeting in 2003.

· During open time, the Elephants will discuss concerns with fellow priests.

· The Elephants will present a film produced by Tony Galucci, Channel 56, on racism toward city churches.

· Diane McDonald presented Tom Lumpkin with an annotated general plan of the convocation.

· Priests in attendance held a side-bar meeting to discuss other strategies for the convocation.

Marygrove Summit
Frank Rashid

· An academic conference to deliberate an alternative vision/model of urban churches.

· Held August 19, 2005 at Marygrove College

· Sponsored jointly by Marygrove and Moses

· Led by Fr. Stan Ulman, Fr. Jesse Cox, Frank Rashid, Michael Chateau and George Alcser

· Group discussions based on documents of urban church planning from Cleveland, Minneapolis, New Orleans and Memphis.

· Output: a document for an alternative vision of the Church in the city: “One Diocese Many Voices.”

· The Elephants are invited to critique the draft and provide comments to Frank Rashid at frashid@marygrove.edu.

St. Rene Goupil
Mark Thudium

· Update since the last Elephants’ meeting:

· Some 530 parishioners signed a petition to Cardinal Maida requesting replacement of the current pastor.

· Cardinal Maida’s response was cordial, but did not meet the requests of the petitioners.

· Tom Kyle sent a letter to Bishop Earl Boyea, and we thank Tom for that letter.

· Many parishioners have disbursed to twelve other parishes.

· Mass attendance is down 50%.

· CSA donations are down 75%

· Ministries are damaged or gone.

· St. Rene’s has been considered a progressive parish

· Many parishioners had come from beyond the parish boundaries because of its ministries.

· Money handling is in question

· Parishioners have no idea what the Sunday collection is.

· Parish leaders do not know what the disbursements are or how bills are being paid.

· What can the Elephants do to help?

· Provide awareness to all priests in the archdiocese that what this pastor is doing is wrong.

· His actions and practices are hurting the reputation of all priests.

· We hope priests will speak up.

· We need to question how AoD assigns priests.

· We need the action of the priest’s assignment board.

· The assignment board needs a complete overhaul – it needs to be fixed.

· Cardinal Dearden held a Town Hall Meeting to address concerns of parishes.

· The Elephants should provide a link from its website to St. Rene’s website.

· Call to Action of Michigan will address Canon Law issues in its November Lay Synod.

Meeting Facilitator
Fr. Gerry Bechard

· Diane McDonald has completed a one-year assignment as facilitator of the Elephants’ general meetings.

· Diane was applauded for her contributions and handling of meetings.

· Diane McDonald was reelected by acclamation to another one-year term.

· Mary Black was elected as an assistant facilitator to assume leadership next year.

Next Meeting
Diane McDonald

· The next general meeting will be held at St. Alexander’s, Farmington Hills, on November 9, 2005 at 12:30 PM.

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Attachments:

· Richard McBrien flyer

· Announcement of Parish Closing

· Model Letter Regarding Parish Closing

· One Diocese Many Voices

· Letter to Bishop Boyea

· Cardinal Maida’s letter to St. Rene Goupil
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