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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

Twelfth Meeting

October 14, 2004

Minutes

Diane McDonald facilitated the meeting SS. Simon & Jude, Westland, MI.

Fr. Gerry Bechard hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

Report on Letter to the Presbyteral Council

· Ed Scheuerman and Tony Richter reported on the discussion at the October 10, 2004 Presbyteral Council meeting of the letter A Call toward a More Healthy, Scripturally Based and Open Church.
· The letter was drafted by Tom Lumpkin and Gerry Bechard and forwarded to all priests in the Archdiocese of Detroit.

· To date, 67priests have signed the letter.

· Cardinal Maida allowed discussion of the letter in the meeting.

· Council members believed that some items in the letter pertain to parishes and should be addressed on the vicariate level.

· The letter will be forwarded to the Council of Vicars.

· Some of the Elephants expressed concern that the letter may be being tabled.

· Since the purpose of the letter was to set up a dialogue between the members of the Presbyteral Council and the signers of the letter, some of the Elephants believe that discussion with the Presbyteral Council will not happen.

· Jerry Buersmeyer, president of the Presbyteral Council, will address the letter with the Executive Council of the Presbyteral Council to determine how best to address the concerns raised by the signers of the letter.

· Tom Lumpkin was requested to send a copy of the letter to the auxiliary bishops.

· Some members of the Presbyteral Council were sensitive to perceived criticism following the priests’ recent convocation at St. John’s.

· Some priests see the Elephants as divisive.

· Other priests see the Elephants as beneficial.

Report on New Clergy Support

· Tom Kramer reported on contacts with recently ordained priests:

· Priests with no experience in leading a parish are not being made pastors.

· The young priests are aware of the Dean Hoge forum and some plan to attend.

Report on the Dean Hoge Forum

· Tony Kosnik reported that Dean Hoge, noted author and teacher at Catholic University, Washington, DC will lead a forum at Our Lady of Fatima on October 25, 2004 at 1:00PM.

· The topic will deal with young clergy morale in the United States and in Detroit in particular.

· Clergy and laity are invited.

· Lunch will be served at 12:00.

· Our Lady of Fatima requested contact for those wishing to have lunch.

· Dean Hoge will make two presentations with panel discussions of two young priests and tow older priests.

· Tom Lumpkin and Michael Verschaeve will represent the older priests.

· Tony Richter and a young priest to be named will represent the young priests.

· Tom Kramer and Tony Richter will follow up to secure the second young priest.

Strategic Plan for Parishes
· John Nolan reported that the plan for parish clustering has been cancelled due to complaints by many priests.

· Some priests have stated that they would refuse to take the pastorate of clustered parishes.

· The main fear was life shortening assignments.

· Cardinal has issues a new letter called Together in Faith along with a new Timeline.
· Some regional meetings will begin Monday October 18, 2004 to assess parishes.

· The Department of Parish Life will issue booklets at the meetings to provide for completion of forms.

· The focus will be on each parishes:

· Financial statement

· Sacramental Statement

· Community Involvement Statement.

· Vicariates will not have financial information about parishes.

· The completed booklets will likely be used to decide which parishes are not viable and will likely be closed.

· The Elephant’s committee that had been studying Parish Clustering will reconvene when copies of the booklet can be obtained for studying.

Mission Statement

· Gerry Bechard presented a new Mission Statement proposal.

· The Elephants liked the improvement but thought more development was needed.

· The committee was expanded to include Gerry Bechard, Louise Cowan, Bob Humitz, Tom Kyle and Judy Szczesny.

· The committee will meet at Our Lady of Fatima on Monday, October 25, 2004 at 11:00 AM.

Discussion on Next Steps
· Gerry Bechard led a discussion of where the Elephant’s should focus their efforts using as a guide Discussion on Next Steps.
· The prioritized list had been developed in April 2004 but had been tabled to address three issues raised by priests.

· Some of the issues raised on the prioritized list may have been overcome by time and events.

· New issues have arisen.

· The development of a new list was turned over to the Steering Committee.

· New members were added to the Steering Committee which now consists of Gerry Bechard, Tony Kosnik, Tom Lumpkin, John Nowlan and Marge Orlando.

· The Steering Committee will meet on Tuesday, November 19, 2004 at Our Lady of Fatima at 1:00 PM.

Treasurer Elected

· Marilyn LeBlanc was nominated for the position of Treasurer and elected by acclamation.

· Marilyn accepted the funds that had been donated at the last meeting and those that were donated this meeting.

· Marilyn will open a checking account and pay existing bills.

Response to Randy Phillip’s Letter

· Beth Rindler responded to a paper by Randy Phillips, called Celibacy – Gift or Curse, with a paper of her own.
· “As a woman within our Church, I am quite cognizant of my body rather than my intellect.  I say this because my Church, generally speaking, will not allow me to study and use my intellect within its social structure as it permits you to use yours.  I cannot read the Scriptures at our worship services and share with others the insights I receive through prayer on these occasions.  In other words, I cannot be an ordained minister within our social structure as you can.  If you desire to love women with your body as well as with your intellect, can you also treasure their minds as well as their bodies in this mode of companionship?  To state this yet in another way, can you also advocate for the ordination of women within our Church's social organization as well as speak about the Church's resistance of allowing men to enter into sexual union with them?”

· Beth has a Master of Divinity degree and is active in service to the archdiocese.  She would like to use all her talents.

Boston College Permanent Studies on Church Issues

· Beth Rindler presented a paper printed in the Boston Globe on September 19, 2004.
· Boston College, which two years ago launched a short-term effort to examine issues raised by the clergy sexual abuse crisis, now says those concerns about the Catholic Church are complex enough that it is making its effort permanent.

· The appetite for engagement with the issues confronting Catholicism is large, at least as measured by participation in Boston College's program, which appears to be more ambitious and sustained than that at other Catholic colleges. Over the last two years, the college says, 25,000 people have attended the program's lectures and other events, and 160,000 are subscribing to its publications.

· The Church in the 21st Century program has already hosted academic conferences on issues such as the role of women in the church and this weekend's conference on passing on Catholicism to young people; next spring the college plans a conference on the state of the priesthood. Most of those attending the lectures and conferences are not pursuing undergraduate or graduate degrees at Boston College, but are Catholic laypeople, and in many cases Boston College alumni, interested in talking about the plight of the church.

· This might be a model for the Elephants in Detroit because it parallels some of the initiatives the Elephants have underway.

Michigan Catholic Conference letter on Proposal 2

· Justin Kelly, U of D Mercy professor of theology, reported that the MCC has published pamphlets and issued videos the direct Catholics to vote for Proposal 2.

· The proposal would amend the state constitution to provide that:

· The union of one man and one woman in marriage shall be the only agreement recognized as a marriage or similar union for any purpose.

· Justin Kelly presented an alternative point of view:

· As a priest and a university professor of theology, I am very disturbed by your recent mailing in support of the proposed Michigan constitutional ban on same-sex marriage.  

· Even more, I am dismayed that the Church’s influence--and money—is being used to promote a one-sided and dubiously Catholic position on a matter of public policy.

· Never mind that the arguments used to support your position have been many times refuted, and that there seems to me no logic whatever to the claim that gay marriage poses a threat to traditional marriage.  

· I am more troubled by your simplistic identification of a particular legislative proposal with the authority of the Church.

· Justin Kelly asked for support of priests and laity to present to the media an alternative view.

· The Elephants agreed to support Justin Kelly.

· Tom Kyle will send an e-mail or letter from Justin Kelly to all Elephants in the Living Room.

· Members will notify Justin Kelly of their support to oppose the MCC position.

Next Meeting


The next meeting will be Thursday, November 18, 2004 at Sacred Heart, 1000 Eliot, Detroit, MI, at 12:00.

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Attachments:

A Call toward a More Healthy, Scripturally Based and Open Church

Together in Faith Letter

Together in Faith Timeline

Mission Statement Proposal

Celibacy – Gift or Curse?

Beth Rindler Response Letter

The Church in the 21st Century Program at Boston College

Justin Kelly Response to MCC promotion of Proposal 2
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