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COMMITTEE for SUPPORT OF PRIESTS

Eighth Meeting

May 4, 2004

Minutes

Fr. Gerry Bechard facilitated the meeting at St. Ives, Southfield, MI.

· Discussion:

· At the meeting of April 13, 2004, lay members implied to the priests: “Get your act together; then come back to see us.”

· The priests met independently at Day House in Detroit on April 27, 2004. 

· Issues identified were:

· Alternatives to clustering parishes.

· Abandonment of the inner city by the archdiocese.

· Morale of newly ordained priests.

· Tom Kyle presented an unofficial list of archdiocesan speakers for consideration for future events.

· The priests plan to meet again at St. James, Ferndale on May 5, 2005.

· Gerry Bechard and Tom Lumpkin will lead the drafting of a letter for priests’ signatures on alternatives to clustering parishes.

· The letter should follow the golden rule:

· Take the high ground.

· State the issues that cause us concern.

· Write with compassion.

· Call on the leadership to live up to the promises they have made to us.

· The priests will study the speakers’ list, discuss topics that need to be addressed, and formulate a plan to bring in speakers.

· Miscellaneous Comments:
· Carol Crowley has suggested the Elephants apply benevolent sedition, i.e., hold an institution to its state values.

· Gerry Bechard quoted from the ordination rite:

· Believe what you read;

· Teach what you believe;

· Practice what you preach.

· (This would make a good billboard in front of the cathedral.)

· Gerry Bechard stated that there is no pastoral plan to train lay pastoral ministers to administer parishes.  There is a plan to make marginal parishes missions, there-by eliminating parish pastoral councils, commissions, ect. – less for the administrator priest to contend with.

· Tom Kyle pointed out that Sacred Heart Seminary graduated approximately 80 students 

· Only ten of these will be ordained to the priesthood – two to other dioceses.

·  Where are the rest going?

· There is not a lack of resources;

· There is a lack of vision.

· Bishop Ken Untener advised, “No one has any power over you that you have not given him.”

· Cardinal Maida has expressed concern that he has lost contact with his priests.

· Next Meeting:

The next meeting will be held at St. Ives, 29350 Lahser Road, Southfield, MI on June 8, 2004 at 12:30 PM.  No lunch will be served.

Tom Kyle

Attachments:

· A Summary of the Priest “Elephants” Gathering on April 27, 2004.

· Speakers’ List

Draft
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