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Sixth Meeting

March 9, 2004

Minutes

Fr. Gerry Bechard facilitated the meeting at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park, MI.

Presentation of Fr. Ron Jozwiak:  Process for Evaluating Sexual Abuse Allegations

· “I support priests who have been accused of acts of sexual abuse and I also judge them.”

· In the past, we were wrongly guided by the legal profession and the psychology/psychiatric profession.

· In the past, if a victim had a complaint, he or she went to the Church, usually to the pastor of the local parish.

· Today, victims, or someone representing them, go to the prosecutor first, then the prosecutor contacts the Church.

· Any complaint goes first to Bishop Hurley, then to legal council, then to the alleged victim, then to the alleged perpetrator.

· Bishop Hurley contacts the victim, in most cases.

· Victims are offered psychiatric help at a designated hospital.

· No perpetrator wants his secret to become known.

· Fr. Ken Kaucheck acts as an advocate for accused priests in the evaluation process to determine if the allegations have a credible basis, i.e., a semblance of truth.

· If the allegation is believed not to be true, then the investigators try to determine what is the issue.

· The Review Board reviews the evidence before it, makes its decision on the allegations, and makes its recommendation to Cardinal Maida on disposition of the priest.

· Cardinal Maida makes the decision on whether to remove the priest from the parish and place him on administrative leave.

· Administrative leave is different from removal from office.

· Upon administrative leave, the case is sent to Rome, to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

· 20 cases have been settled.

· 20-23 cases are in process in Rome.

· If laicized, the former priest is tracked to assure that the problem abuse/behavior is not continued.

· What is semblance of truth?

· Semblance of truth does not imply “beyond reasonable doubt.”

· Semblance of truth implies that there is more to look into if the allegation is believed to be true.

· Why is child sexual abuse drawing so much attention today, when it has been going on for centuries?

· In the past, children and women were treated as property.

· Today, children and women are treated as persons.

· Society is ahead of the Church today on this issue because of the culpability of the bishops in the cover-up.

· What protection is there that false accusations will bring an innocent priest down?

· Almost all accusations have proven true.

· What does the psychiatric evaluation look for?

· The evaluation is a diagnosis of personality, sexuality, sexual response, etc.

· Rome sees sexual abuse as a sin; the American Church sees it as a crime.

· The Church in other countries are coming around to the American position.

· Vatican officials have asked Bishop Hurley for advice to develop new thinking on the subject, to improve the process.

· We need to speed up the process to bring closure.

· What can we do to support Fr. Richard Kelley?

· Talk to him.

· Wait.

· Cardinal Maida did not want to act on this.

Celibacy Survey
Marge Orlando, president of Call to Action – Michigan, reported that there were 342 responses from 1509 letters sent to priests in the seven dioceses of Michigan.  Comments expressed pain, anger, frustration and passion. Repeated recommendations included:

· Selection of bishops,

· Accountability.

· Mismanagement of money.

The data is being provided to Peggy Stack-Kosnik, who will do the statistical analysis.  Call to Action plans to have the report available by Holy Week.

Pastoral Plan for Priests

A draft of a Pastoral Plan for Priests has been made available by Msgr. Bob Humitz.  Fr. Gerry Bechard asked three members to review the documents and provide comments to Msgr. Humitz by March 23.

Future Speakers/Subjects

· Potential speakers to contact for availability are:

· Fr. Tom Doyle.

· Fr. Joe Mahar.

· Fr. Ken Kaucheck.

· Fr. Ron Rollheiser.

· Potential subjects:

· Clustering.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be April 13, 2004 at St. James, Ferndale, MI at 1:30 AM.  The main topic will be prioritizing the brainstorming topics.  Marge Orlando will facilitate.

Tom Kyle

Attachments:

· Brainstorming

Attachment

BRAINSTORMING

Who Are We?
· Loving, highly motivated people, grounded in the Gospel.

· Different gifts; same Spirit.

· Prayerful

· Compassionate

· Passionate

· People of God

What Are the Elephants in the Room?
· Honesty and integrity of the Church re:

· Sex

· Money

· History

· Theology

· Power

· Justice

· Freedom of conscience

· No realistic pastoral plan

· Providing Eucharist to the people in the light of declining, celibate, male clergy

· Cover-up by the bishops

· Management by disaster

· Democracy vs. monarchy

· Responsibility and accountability.

· Priests’ morale

· Polarization

· Inclusiveness

· Building community

· Openness to the Spirit

· Remove “shepherd/sheep” distinctions – one people of God.

· Ministering together

· A little courage.

· Collaboration

· Communication with Cardinal Maida.

How Will These Issues Be Addressed?

· State-wide survey of priests on optional celibacy.

· Prioritize the Whats (Elephants in the Room)

· Educate ourselves so as not to be deceived by the bishops.

· Delegate the group’s responsibilities.

· Research the first item.

· Determine how to fund these activities.

· Overt protesting.

When Do We Begin?
· Begin immediately

· Prioritize the Elephants

· Do research.
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