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COMMITTEE for SUPPORT OF PRIESTS

Ninth Meeting

June 8, 2004

Minutes

Fr. Gerry Bechard facilitated the meeting at St. Ives, Southfield, MI.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

· Discussion:

· Priests’ conference on June 28, 2004:

· The speaker will be Fr. Michael Himes, theologian, Boston College, Boston, MA

· The general scope will be Vatican II principles.

· What subjects would the priests like to have addressed?

· Collegiality

· Sensus Fidelium

· Equality of all members of the Church

· Primacy of conscience

· Forced changes in the liturgy

· Bishop/priest relationships

· Bishop Gumbleton will convey these subjects to Fr. Himes.

· The conference will be at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park, MI at 1:00 – 5:00

· This conference is limited to priests.

· The purpose of the conference is to raise issues for the archdiocesan convocation in the fall.

· The fall convocation will be used to address issues that are being evaded by current leadership.

· Does lay participation inhibit more priests from joining the Elephants in the Living Room?

· No, the goal is to be inclusive.

· Equality for everyone in the Church.

· Clustering of parishes.

· The Elephants will establish a committee to study the subject and to report by to the group at future meetings.

· Abandonment of the Church in the inner city.

· This subject is postponed until a future meeting.

· Low morale of newly ordained priests.

· This subject is postponed until a future meeting.

· Assignments

· The committee planning the June 28 conference needs to meet.

· Gerry Bechard

· Paul Chateau

· Tom Gumbleton

· Rick Hartman

· Ralph Kowalski

· Tom Lumpkin

· Jim Meyer

· Ed Scheuerman

· Bill Sherzer

· Larry Ventline

· Bob Wurm

· Establish a committee to investigate parish clustering.

· Fr. John Nowlan will chair the committee.

· Other members are:

· Tom Kyle

· Marilyn LeBlanc

· Sharon O’Hare-Bruce

· Marge Orlando

· Terry Weber

· First meeting is June 21, 2004 at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park, MI at 1:30 PM

· Fr. John Nowlan will e-mail material before the meeting.

· Tom Kyle will develop a letterhead for Elephants’ in the Living Room general use.

· Next Meeting

· The next meeting of the Elephants’ in the living room will be on July 13, 2004 at St. Ives, 29350 Lahser Road, Southfield, MI at 12:30 PM.  No lunch will be served.

· Katie Dailey will facilitate.

· Topics:

· Follow-up of June 28 conference.

· Report from the Cluster Committee

· Call to Action subgroup for priests

· Getting participation of minorities in the Elephants.

Tom Kyle

Attachment:

· Invitation to Conference

· Membership List

Draft





�








