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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

Seventeenth Meeting

June 7, 2005

Minutes

Fr. Ed Scheuerman facilitated the meeting at St. Ives, Southfield.

Fr. Bill Sinatra hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

Treasurer’s Report

Marilyn LeBlanc reported for the period of April 7, 2005 to May 23, 2005:

· Income:

$4,139.00

· Expenses: 
$1,145.10

· Total Assets:
$3,224.40

Reflections on Tom Fox – Bishop Tom Gumbleton Forum



Tom Lumpkin

· Tom Fox presented a theological reflection of his journey and the need to first change ourselves before attempting to change the Church.

· We need to live in the present, not in the pain of the past.

· The Christian in the 21st century needs to be a mystic.

· The Holy Spirit blows where she will.

· Bishop Gumbleton described what Cardinal Dearden brought about from Vatican II and what we have lost.

· The promises of Vatican II were not delivered.

· Will we ever have a situation closer to democracy that Synod 69?

· We are trying not to lose the spirit of Vatican II.

· There is a difference in theological perspective between what happened at Vatican II and the New Evangelization. 

· The recommendations for structural change have been accumulated, collated and presented to the Education Committee for prioritization and planning.  See Attachment.

Urban Agenda Manifesto







Norm Thomas

· A steering committee developed the attached manifesto over several months.

· The document is based on the archdiocese’s parameters of sacramental, strategic and sustainable.

· The document provides for another characteristic: community.

· It was endorsed by over 50 members of the Urban Agenda.

· It was mailed to every parish/priest in the archdiocese.

· Then Elephants contributed $350. toward the mailing.

· The printing costs about $800.

· We are proposing the development of an Urban Parish Office.

· This is distinct from the Office for Parish Life.

· We have been in the city a long time.

· The needs of our communities are different from our sister parishes in the suburbs.

· We believe we can walk alongside our suburban city churches without competition.

· We have not separated from the archdiocese.

· The next meeting of the Urban Agenda is June 13 at Sacred Heart, Detroit at 7:00 PM.

Save Our Catholic Schools (SOCS)






Judy Burkhardt

· It is difficult to articulate what has happened to our Catholic schools in the city of Detroit.

· The Department of Education announced the closing of 18 schools on March 16, 2005

· These closings represent 55% of students attending Catholic schools in Detroit.

· The Urban Agenda offered an umbrella/support to the schools designated for closing.

· The hope was to develop plans to save as many as possible.

· 250 students, teachers, parents and supporters came to the first meeting.

· Petitions were conducted at Eastern Market over several Saturday mornings.

· Over 1,000 signatures were obtained.

· The signers agreed to give time and/or money in support of these schools.

· Large numbers came from suburban parishes.

· These people were generally frustrated and angry at the closings.

· Status of schools at this date:

· St. Martin de Porres is close to being a charter school.

· St. Clemens has been closed in spite of a good business plan presented to the archdiocese.

· Notre Dame is filing an injunction against the archdiocese – see Attachment.

· Trinity, Borgess and Redeemer have surrendered the fight to remain open.

· East Catholic has tried so hard to find a means to stay open.

· It’s been an emotional and procedural roller coaster.

· The Stillman Foundation has offered $1 million per year for three years for a central Catholic high school in Detroit.

· The archdiocese has refused the offer.

· Stillman does not want to get in between the archdiocese’s educational offices and other interested parties.

· Consequently there will be no Catholic high school in Detroit available this fall to replace the closed schools.

· A development group is being formed, similar to the group in Memphis, TN, to fund Catholic schools.

· The archdiocese requires a parish or religious congregation to sponsor a Catholic school.

· Parishes and congregations themselves have financial difficulties that preclude such sponsorship.

· Cardinal Maida is sponsoring a gala at the Ritz Carlton on June 22 to fund Sacred Heart Seminary.

· We are planning a demonstration at the Ritz Carlton that evening.

· We are sending a letter to the corporate sponsors of this even to invite their financial support for Catholic schools.

· The problem doesn’t appear to be money, but power and control.

· It’s an insult to the people of God.

· Institutional racism is at the root of this situation.

St. Rene Goupil, Sterling Heights






Mark Thudium

· Sequence of events:

· On February 1, 2005 a new pastor was assigned to St. Rene Goupil.

· In 21 days he made sweeping changes in the parish without discussions with parish leaders or parishioners.

· Many staff members left or were dismissed – no explanations given.

· Parish programs in place were dissolved.

· Significant changes were contrary to parish culture.

· The parish had planned to sell some unused property to reduce parish debt to the archdiocese.

· The new pastor delayed the sale and has asked the builder for a new rectory on the property.
· He purchased a truck for his personal use from parish funds without approval or consultation with the Stewardship Commission.

· He assessed parishioners a $100. personal stipend to conduct a funeral.

· The parish pastoral council filed a complaint with the vicar, Fr. Michael Cooney.

· Fr. Cooney forwarded the complaint to the regional bishop, Bishop Earl Boyea.

· Bishop Boyea delayed responding stating he did not have time to discuss such issues.

· The parish pastoral council continued to prod Bishop Boyea to meet with them.

· Bishop Boyea finally met with the parish pastoral council, the pastor and Fr. Cooney.

· He informed the parish pastoral council that:

· Cardinal Maida was in complete support of the pastor and he would remain pastor.

· The parish pastoral council members were not trustees.

· The council had overstepped its function.

· The parish pastoral council was hereby dissolved.

· The parish pastoral council has drafted a letter to the Presbyteral Council. See Attachment.

· A letter to Cardinal Madia includes a petition that has 530 signatures.
· The council is waiting for a response from Cardinal Maida.

· Documents relating to the above events can be found on St. Rene’s website: www.strene.com.

· Comment from the floor:

· This priests doesn’t understand reality, or

· He was sent in to make these changes.

Operation of Committees






Ed Scheuerman

· The Steering Committee has initiated the following committees to carry on Elephants’ business:

· Membership Committee

· Education Committee

· Organization Committee

· Pastoral Plan Committee

· Urban Agenda Committee

· A description of the functions of each committee is contained in the Attachment.

· The meeting adjourned to committee meetings.

· Members joined a committee of their choosing where a leader was selected and plans were made for future meetings.

Next Meeting

The next general meeting of the Elephants will be in September 2005.  During the summer, committees will continue to meet to formulate plans and actions.  Should events present themselves, an ad hoc meeting will be called.

Have a great summer!

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Attachments

· Forum on Church Structures Discussions

· Urban Agenda Manifesto

· Notre Dame Letter to Parents

· Save St. Rene Letter to Presbyteral Council

· Purpose of Commissions
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