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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Twenty-First Meeting

January 25, 2006
Minutes

Diane McDonald facilitated the meeting at St. Ronald’s, Clinton Township, MI.

Fr. Jim Andre, OFM Cap. and Diane McDonald hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

Education Committee
Fr. Tom Lumpkin
· Joan Chittister, OSB will be the featured speaker at the next educational forum.

· The subject will be Women in the Church.
· The date and time are: April 3, 2006 at 1:00 PM

· The location is St. Martha, Dearborn.

· A light lunch will be served at noon.

· Please RSVP to Tom Kyle at tjkyle@peoplepc.com or 248 477 7223.

· The following educational forum will present a panel discussion on the Vatican document on the formation of priests having homosexual backgrounds.

· The lead panelist will be Fr. Fred Dailey, Syracuse, NY.

· The planned date is late May 2006.

Urban Agenda
Fr. Gerry Bechard

· The Urban Agenda will have a general meeting tonight at Sacred Heart, 1000 Eliot, Detroit at 7:00 PM.

Pastoral Plan Activities
Fr. Gerry Bechard
· The archdiocese plans to roll its 5 year pastoral plan in late February 2006.

· Cardinal Maida will celebrate the 50th anniversary of his priesthood in June 2006.

· We do not believe that Cardinal Maida will announce the closing of parishes in light of this celebration.

· Some parishes in light of self-assessments, assisted by the Office of Parish Life, have chosen to close.

· Vicariate meetings are on-going to develop parish strategies on a vicariate level.

· Community is evolving as more important than Eucharist.
· The archdiocese’s five year pastoral plan center around finances and priests.

· Many priests of retirement age, 70, are staying on as parish administrators.

· In 10 – 15 years the majority of today’s priests will be of retirement age.

· The Elephants are available to assist any parish that may wish to remain open.

Priest’s Activities
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· The membership asked for a study to increase priest’s participation on general meetings.
· Fr. Tom Lumpkin invited 35 priests to a meeting at Dayhouse on January 6, 2006; 18 responded.

· Why more priests do not attend general meetings:

· The presbyterate is very divided.  A number of priests – perhaps especially the more recently ordained ones – are not supportive of keeping alive the spirit of Vatican II.
· Some enthusiastically support the Elephants. They are happy a few of us are doing the necessary organizing and, given their busy schedules, don’t feel called to put more of their own time into it.  They may at some future date.
· Some support the Elephants’ goal to keep alive a Vatican II spirit but don’t believe is or can be a group with power or numbers to effectively engage the archdiocesan structures; or they feel it can become too directly confrontational in its advocacy efforts.

· Some – perhaps many – have not been personally aggrieved by the archdiocese and may not take the time to get more involved until/unless that happens.

· One priest wrote that the Elephants with time has become less of a priests’ group and more of a general reform group, of which we already have some.  It has lost its focus.  
· It’s not clear to me if that view is more widely shared.
· The Elephants should also play an advocacy role within the presbyterate and archdiocese, specifically by weighing in on issues and situations where people are hurting due to archdiocesan decisions.
· Comments from the floor:

· More time in general meetings should be provided for discussion, less for business.

· What is the best way for the Elephants to be advocates of Vatican II?

· The experience of our membership is shaped by the social changes of the 1960s.

· We do not want to go back in history to the Church of pre-Vatican II.

· But we can learn from history.

Proposal for Advocacy: a Response Group
Fr. Ed Scheuerman

· How can we help those – groups or individuals - who may have been hurt by the Church in Detroit?

· The following is a proposal for a response group to advocate for justice.  See attachment.

· First, we need to survey the membership to assess the talent available.

· The response group would act as auditors.

· Someone who feels aggrieved or treated unjustly could meet with the auditors, who would listen, get the facts, and write a report of the findings.

· The report would be sent to Cardinal Maida or his successor.
· Questions from the floor:

· Will the Cardinal listen?

· He may and he may not.

· How do we get the archdiocese to listen and respond in a pastoral way?
· The report could be published.

· This would require the approval of the victim(s) and the Elephants’ Board of Directors.

· Vote of approval to proceed: the vote was unanimous.

Election of Officers
Tony Kosnik
· The Election Committee nominated the following candidates:

· Fr. Tom Lumpkin
President

· Fr. Gerry Bechard
Vice-President

· Tom Kyle

Secretary

· Marilyn LeBlanc

Treasurer

· Other nominations from the floor were requested.

· No other nominations were made.

· The candidates were elected unanimously.

· These newly elected officers form the Board of Directors.

· Other members of the Board include chairpersons of committees or designated representatives.

Response to Newspaper Articles on Bishop Gumbleton
Mike Hovey
· In the past week there have been newspaper articles on Bishop Gumbleton’s address to the Ohio House of Representatives and the news release that followed.
· Reporters for the Detroit Free Press alleged unfavorable comments about Bishop Gumbleton from archdiocesan spokespersons.

· Supports of Bishop Gumbleton sent letters to the editor criticizing these comments.

· Mike Hovey tried to put the situation in perspective.

· Mike is the Director of the Office for Catholic Social Teaching and the Director of Inter-Faith Relations.

· Mike also has a background in conflict resolution.

· Mike sent an e-mail to the Elephant membership, to the moderator of the curia, and to the media spokesperson.

· It sited a tone of “us” vs. “them.”

· He expressed concern of remarks made in the archdiocese’s offices about Bishop Gumbleton.

· Mike asked the Elephants for a commitment to work together.

· Some of the Elephants see problems when leaders are not listening to their people.

Cherishing the Fullness of Life
Mike Hovey
· The Department of Catholic Social Action is sponsoring a workshop to enhance leadership skills.
· The workshop will be at Sacred Heart Major Seminary, February 21, 2006.  See attachment.

Next Meeting
Tom Kyle

· The subject of the next general meeting will be the Marygrove Summit Report on the Church in Detroit and the archdiocese’s five-year pastoral plan.

· The date of the meeting will depend on when the archdiocese publishes the plan and whether there are issues that need to be discussed.

· The Board will advise the membership by e-mail, postal mail and the Elephants’ website.

Tom Kyle
Secretary
N.B.
Some members have reported that the attachments take too long to download for members having slower modems.  Since the attachments are on the website, the attachment list at the bottom of the minutes will now have a hypertext link to the document on the website.  So, if you wish to see the document or print it, click on the attachment below.
Attachments:

· Joan Chittester
· Priests’ Meeting
· Proposal for Advocacy Response Teams

· 
Recommendations from Marygrove Summit Report

· 

HYPERLINK "http://www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com/Gospel_%20of_%20Life_flyer.doc"

Cherishing the Fullness of Our Lives
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