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Fourth Meeting

January 13, 2004

Minutes

The fourth meeting of the Elephants in the Living Room was called by Fr. Bob Wurm at St. James, Ferndale, MI.  Marge Orlando presided.  The attendees are maintained on a separate list.  Tom Kyle distributed minutes of the previous two meetings and attachments.

Presentation of Marge Orlando

What are our thoughts?  Let’s look at the incoming wave and the ripple effect.  If we send out fear, we get fear in return.  If we send out love, we get love in return.  Today, we are more aware of priests and their struggles.  We are a Vatican II people trying to bring renewal to the Catholic Church.  We see in our Church leaders fear and efforts to contain our thoughts.  What can we do?  How can we make a difference?

“The universe is constantly saying “yes” to us.  It only says, “yes.”  It is our task to discover what within us it is saying “yes” to.”  1/

Our actions create ripple effects with far reaching effects.

Conscious Dreaming: the story of Aqeela. 1/

Aqeela was part of a gang in Watts, Los Angeles.  He knew that if he strayed from his neighborhood, he was a target of other gangs.  His world was a small prison.  By the time he left high school, hundreds of his friends and former classmates had died in gang wars.  But he got out of that dream and took an entire neighborhood with him.

Aquella went to college, then he returned to the Watts area.  He started the Community Self-Determination Institute.  Its mission is to ensure social wellness through positive thoughtds and practice, and to build community through enhancement of individual self-esteem.  He created a gang peace treaty in Watts on April 9, 1992.

What are my hopes and dreams for the Elephants?

What do we need to do to include more people in the group?

What are my agendas, fears, hopes, desires and beliefs?

What do we want to do, and what is the purpose for doing it?

Being Peace:1/

Being peace doesn’t mean simply giving in or always “making nice.” It has far more to do with balance, courage, thoughtful action, stillness, self-assessment, preparedness and patience.  It must include compassion, clarity, creativity and forthrightness, as well as justice and wisdom.  Peace requires great self-discipline and commitment.  What we are doing has a cost.

We hold ourselves hostage to all that we are afraid to say, confront or expose.  The cost is beyond reason: the forfeiture of our most authentic feelings, values, thoughts and interactions.  We become unable to recognize ourselves.

Courage to Change:1/

We can choose instead to have a life of meaning and creativity, a life of purpose, a life of service, a life of value.  We commit to the involvement of the soul.

If we use a default decisions, we allow convention, ego responses, others’ views, or old programming to be the values that inform and determine our decisions.  Conscious and fully informed choice is aborted in such a process, and we find ourselves acting based on the automatic assumption of the default idea.  It is ego-centered and time driven.

If not me, who?  If not now, when?

· Small group discussions followed using the attached outlines:

· Questions for Individual Reflection.

· Questions about the Elephant Group?

· Brianstorming followed, involving the entire group: Attachment III.

Agreements

The Elephants in the Room will continue to synergize the brainstorming items, prioritize them at the next meeting, and set forth a plan of action.

Assignments

Each member is to continue the reflection (Attachment I), and to bring to the next meeting input for prioritizing the brainstorming list (Attachment III).

Next Meetings

· February 1, 2004 at St. James, Ferndale: Mass of the Presentation and a celebration of Call to Action.  Priests of the archdiocese and Call to Action members are invited.  Fr. Larry Ventline is leading a committee sending out invitations.

· February 13, 2004 dinner with Donald Cozzens with a talk at St. Malachi, Sterling Heights, at 7:30 PM to follow.

· February 14, 2004 breakfast with Donald Cozzens at SS. Simon and Jude, Westland, MI at 8:00 AM.  RSVP Fr. Gerry Bechard.

· March 9, 2004 meeting at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park, MI, 11:30 AM.

· April 13, 2004 meeting at St. Marks, Warren, MI, 11:30 AM

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

1/
“The Architecture of All Abundance" by Lenedra J. Carroll.

Attachments

· Attachment I: 
Questions for Individual Refelection

· Attachment II:
Questions about the Elephant Group

· Attachment III
Brainstorming

Attachment I

Elephants in the Living Room

Mission: We are God’s people seeking Church renewal through:

Growth

Inclusivity

Responsibility

Maturity

Questions for individual reflection.

What are my hopes, dreams, fears, agendas, desires, beliefs?

Is my life ego driven or soul driven?

Who is it I am following?

What is the message?

What is the cost to me?

What will the outcome be?

Attachment II

Questions about the Elephant Group.

Who are we?

We are Vatican II people coming together to share a common vision to work together toward renewal of the Roman Catholic Church.

What are the ELEPHANTS we wish to address?

Where do we begin?

When do we begin the action?

Attachment III

BRAINSTORMING

Who Are We?
· Loving, highly motivated people, grounded in the Gospel.

· Different gifts; same Spirit.

· Prayerful

· Compassionate

· Passionate

· People of God

What Are the Elephants in the Room?
· Honesty and integrity of the Church re:

· Sex

· Money

· History

· Theology

· Power

· Justice

· Freedom of conscience

· No realistic pastoral plan

· Providing Eucharist to the people in the light of declining, celibate, male clergy

· Cover-up by the bishops

· Management by disaster

· Democracy vs. monarchy

· Responsibility and accountability.

· Priests’ morale

· Polarization

· Inclusiveness

· Building community

· Openness to the Spirit

· Remove “shepherd/sheep” distinctions – one people of God.

· Ministering together

· A little courage.

· Collaboration

· Communication with Cardinal Maida.

How Will These Issues Be Addressed?

· State-wide survey of priests on optional celibacy.

· Prioritize the Whats (Elephants in the Room)

· Educate ourselves so as not to be deceived by the bishops.

· Delegate the group’s responsibilities.

· Research the first item.

· Determine how to fund these activities.

· Overt protesting.

When Do We Begin?
· Begin immediately

· Prioritize the Elephants

· Do research.
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