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Third Meeting

December 9, 2003

Minutes

The third meeting of the Elephants in the Living Room was called by Fr. Paul Chateau at Our Lady of Fatima in Oak Park, MI.  Fr. Jerry Bechard presided.  The attendees are maintained on a separate list.

Presentation of Dr. Anthony Kosnik.

Tony Kosnik delivered a presentation entitled, “The Crisis in the Church.”  The outline of his talk is attached.

Discussion

· We are not dealing with a single issue!

· What is achievable?

· What is the single biggest issue?

· Lethargy – the people just don’t know.

· The silence has made us all responsible.

· How do we educate the people and awaken them?

· Change will be a slow process

· There will be opposition in the Church.

· We can expect slings and arrows.

· Bishop Walter Hurley has requested approval of the Presbyteral Council to reduce the salary of those priests on administrative leave to $1,000. per month.

· The Presbyteral Council decided that it would not operate in a punitive mode but in a reconciling mode.

· Fr. Larry Ventline asked for a consensus for a name for this group.

· The name had been agreed on at the last meeting.

· The group consensed on “Elephants in the Living Room.”

· This is the same name agreed at the previous meeting.

· Fr. Larry Ventline proposed development of a Mission Statement for “Elephants in the Living Room.”

· An initial effort was:

We are God’s people,

Seeking renewal through:

· Growth

· Inclusivity

· Responsibility

· Maturity

Agreements

· A subcommittee should develop the Mission Statement.

· Individuals of Elephants in the Living Room should send a letter to members of the Presbyteral Council expressing concerns.

Assignments

· A subcommittee including Fr. Jerry Bechard, Fr. Bob Wurm, Tony Kosnik and Marge Orlando will further develop the Mission Statement and present it at the next meeting.

· Fr. Bob Humitz will provide the names and addresses of the members of the Presbyteral Council.

· Marge Orlando will speak at the next meeting.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place at St. James, Ferndale, January 13, 2004 at 11:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Attachment

The Crisis in the Church
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