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Second Meeting

December 2, 2003

Minutes

The second meeting of the Elephants in the Living Room was called by Fr. Bob Wurm at St. James Rectory in Ferndale, MI.  Fr. Jerry Bechard presided.  The attendees are maintained on a separate list.

Agenda Items:

· Who are we?

· Where do we want to go?

· How will we get there?

Discussion:

· Who are we?
· We are a group of priests who met in Boyne Mountain, Mi in October with our fellow priests from Detroit and asked the question, “Why can’t we talk about the elephant that is in the room?”
· We agreed to reconvene on returning to Detroit to address our concerns relating to the breakdown and/or silencing of discussions that we consider important to the priests of Detroit and the church of Detroit.

· We are members of Call to Action who seek lay involvement in decision making in the archdiocese in addressing Church Governance and full fiscal responsibility in light of the sexual abuse crisis.

· We are members of Voice of the Faithful who seek response from the Church leaders of Detroit in the handing and cover-up of the sexual abuse crisis.

· Where do we want to go?

· We want to get back to our roots.

· There is such a departure in the Church from the Gospels.

· We need to get back where we were following Vatican II.

· We want a horizontal structure, not a vertical structure.

· We don’t want a return to Vatican I; 

· Some leaders are taking us back there.

· We seek an end to the culture deference in the Church. 

· We hope for greater transparency.

· I’ve been ordained for 30 years and I am still looking for hope in the Church.

· The hoop has been broken; can we put it back together?

· There’s an overdevelopment of the spirit of Peter, an underdevelopment of the spirit of Paul.

· The administrative things of the Church can change.

· Let’s do the compassionate thing.

· Let’s seek God’s message to love one another.

· We spend so much time on unimportant things.

· We are called to be a prophetic people.

· Our Church doesn’t meet the needs of young people.

· There’s a hunger among young people for catechesis.

· We need to get back to the basic teachings of Jesus.

· We want a Church where Jesus is preached and accepted.

· Conscience today is what the pope thinks.

· People cannot speak out today on what they hold as conscience.

· The financial secrecy of the Church is ludicrous!

· The Church could do so much.

· The Church is the only organization that confronts the evil organizations of the world.

· We need to educate ourselves and the laity.

· We can only talk about these things in small groups like this.

· We need a little more air; stop muzzling the people.

· Perhaps we can be a stimulus.

· We need to keep ideas alive.

· People have not been free to speak and be a witness.

· My MDiv seems to get in the way in the Church.

· An educated laity unnerves the bishops.

· Cardinal Dearden had a strong emphasis on conscience.

· You study what the Church teaches.

· If you disagree, you do your own study and develop your own opinion.

· We need to unite the priests and involve the laity.

· We need a group for the priests to be of support to each other.

· The priests are divided and conquered.

· All in the Church have been silenced; the Church needs to speak up.

· There is much positive we can do.

· We need to develop a total pastoral plan for priests.

· The people have no voice in the Church.

· The presbyteral council is not functioning like it should.

· Serving on the presbyteral council is like hitting your head against the wall; you are relieved when you are through serving.

· Everyone’s concern should be the concern of the presbyteral council.

· I want a collegial Church where priest and laypeople work together.

· After serving the Church in almost every capacity, I feel like an outsider.

· We need to support the priests who have been removed.

· At the top, they’re not in the real world.

· Do the compassionate thing.

· We are going for:

· Inclusion

· Growth

· Education.

· How are we going to get there?

· CTA has a committee studying Church Governance and Full Fiscal Disclosure.

· Education of the faithful is a key point – to help them make decisions.

· I want to be a part of the conversations already started.

· Beware of the spiritual hernias of trying to move the institution.

· Efforts to communicate with Cardinal Maida have been ignored.

· We need to pick and choose what we can do.

Agreements

· The group agreed to identify itself as “The Elephants in the Room.”

· The priests agreed with the concept of a celibacy survey for Detroit.  

· It is not necessary to ask permission to bringing in speakers.

· It’s a question of not buying in to the dysfunction.

· The committee agreed to stand together.

· “If you go after me, you’ll have to go for all of us.”

· The committee agreed to celebrate a Mass on Sunday, February 1, 2004 in the afternoon at St. James, Ferndale in support of priests.

· The committee agreed to have a breakfast with Donald Cozzens at SS Simon & Jude’s in Westland, MI on February 14, 2003 at 8 AM.

Assignments

· CTA will conduct and administer the celibacy survey to the priests of Detroit.

· Marge Orlando and Tom Kyle will lead that effort.

· Tom Kyle will prepare minutes and submit them to Fr. Jerry Bechard for editing.

· Fr. Bob Wurm will plan the liturgy for the February 1 celebration.

· Fr. Jerry Bechard will check to see if a dinner on February 13, 2004 with Donald Cozzens is available to laypersons on the committee.

Next Meeting

· The next meeting is at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park, MI at 11:30 AM.  Tony Kosnik will speak on “The Crisis in the Church.”

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Attachments

· The Crisis Behind the Headlines by Richard Sipe

· The History of Celibacy

· Celibacy Survey Form
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