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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Twentieth Meeting

December 13, 2005
Minutes

Diane McDonald and Mary Black facilitated the meeting at the Urban Parish Office, Detroit, MI.

Fr. Norm Thomas and Sr. Cathey DeSantis hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

The Urban Parish Office
Fr. Norm Thomas
· Detroit has a lot of diversity

· A varied population

· With varied incomes

· The Archdiocese of Detroit has made an exit from the city of Detroit

· “We go where the people are.”  (Cardinal Adam Maida)

· The churches in the city are committed to work in the city.

· The Urban Agenda is made up of members from many of the churches in the city.

· The Urban agenda developed the Urban Manifesto

· This was a response to the archdiocese’s Together in Faith

· The manifesto addressed sacramentality, strategicness and sustainability, as did TIF

· The manifesto added community, which it maintained was more important.

· The manifesto recommended the establishment of an Urban Parish Office.

· The Urban Parish Office was opened in October 2005:
· To deal with urban situations.

· To build up parishes in the city.

· To enhance the life of the city parishes.

· The Urban Parish Office is a part of the Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance.

· The Urban Parish Office leases its offices from the Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance.

· Comments from a video presented on Detroit Catholic churches: (see attachment).
Feasibility Study for a new Catholic High School in Detroit
Sr. Canice Johnson, RSM

· On March 16, 2005 the Archdiocese announced the closing of several Catholic schools.
· Most were in the city of Detroit.

· The Urban Agenda formed a committee, Save Our Catholics Schools, to support these schools.

· The schools and SOCS committee were unable to obtain enough funding to maintain current schools.

· All the projected schools were closed at the end of the school year.

· Cardinal Maida decided that no new schools would be opened in the fall of 2005.

· Save Our Catholic Schools fostered a school options committee.
· This committee was composed of parents and teachers of the closed Catholic high schools in Detroit.

· A feasibility for a new co-ed Catholic high school in Detroit was started in October 2005.

· Sr. Canice Johnson, RSM and Pamela Ford are the feasibility study coordinators.

· Offices are at 9200 Gratiot, Detroit, MI.

· The Stilman Foundation granted $50,000 for the study.

· The Archdiocese of Detroit contributed $5,000.

· The study is sponsored by the Immaculate Heart of Mary religious order, Monroe, MI.
· The coordinators are in contact with Sr. Fran Nodalni, director of Catholic schools.

· The study is to be completed in the spring of 2006.

· Christo Rey schools is a model under study.

· Ten Christo Rey schools have opened in various large cities.

· Students work part time for local merchants.

· A portion of their earnings are forwarded to the school to offset expenses and lower tuition.

Education
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· Sr. Joan Chittester will be coming to Detroit on Monday, April 3, 2006.

· Fr. Thomas Reese, SJ was sought, but he is on a sabbatical.

· We are looking to obtain another speaker for February 2006.
· Margaret Farley is a strong candidate.

Letters to the Presbyteral Council
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· In August 2004 seventy priests sent a letter to the Presbyteral Council – A Call toward a More healthy Church.
· The Presbyteral Council thought that it was not the appropriate forum to discuss priests’ issues.

· The seventy priests responded that they believed that the Presbyteral Council was the proper forum.

· The leadership of the Presbyteral Council suggested that the priests wait until the bi-annual priests convocation to see if their concerns were satisfied.
· Letters followed the convocation that these concerns were not satisfied.

· The most recent Presbyteral Council meeting was held last week.

· We do not know if this subject was discussed.

· While the priest are seeking solutions to some issues, their thrust is to establish dialogue with the Presbyteral Council  for a collegial resolution to a broad range of topics, including:

· The corporate model of Church vs. the scriptural model.

· Abandonment of the Church in the city.

· Open financial records.

Together in Faith Process
Fr. Gerry Bechard

· The consultors issued a draft report in November describing progress at the vicariate level.
· Each vicariate report is organized by an overview, summation of findings and critical questions.
· Comparing the summation of findings with the critical questions, it appears that the vicariate members and the consultors are often not on the same wavelength.
· The consultors are asking the vicariate members about financing and making choices about parishes in the vicariate in light of expected fewer priests.
· Vicariate members do not have the background/skills to make these decisions.
· The archdiocese has never asked vicariates to make these decisions.
· There is low priest involvement in the meetings.
· There will be a serious drop off in the number of priests for pastors in the next five years.
· Cardinal Maida does not see a parish being pastored by someone other than a priest.
· Bishop Ken Untener had 24 parishes in Saginaw with religious/laypeople designated as pastors.
· There will not be mass closings of parishes at one time as there was in 1989.
· That does not mean that there will not be parish closings, but they will not happen simultaneously.
· The Pastoral Plan Committee is developing a workshop for parishes called to close.
· This will include a canon lawyer, a civil lawyer, and pastoral people to help with healing to assist parishes in next steps.
· We are requesting volunteers from the membership to help with these workshops.

· The Urban Parish Office is doing some of this.

· We should enjoin so as to not duplicate efforts.

· Reform comes from the bottom up.

· We may need to change our mindset from sacrament to community.

· Many priests have signed up to celebrate Sunday Eucharist in parishes other than their own.
Vatican Document on Priestly Formation
Mary Black

· The Vatican issued a document on November 4, 2005 on the preparation of priests who may be homosexual.
· The document was not well received by Catholics in the United States.

· Seminary leaders tried to put a good face on the document.

· Mary Black, a mother of a homosexual daughter, presented a document expressing her thoughts about the treatment of homosexual persons in the Catholic Church. (See attachment.)
· The document was sent to Cardinal Maida and to Pope Benedict XVI.

· Bishop Gumbleton red the document in his homily on Sunday, December 11.

· Bishop Gumbleton will include the document in his column in the National Catholic Reporter.

· When Richard McBrien spoke to the Elephants in October, he thought the Vatican document would be milder than it was.

· The document uses language that is spiritually harmful.

· Either God is disordered (creating homosexuals) or the document is disordered.

· The document is written as Roman law, yet we Americans read it as English common law.

· Roman law focuses on the person and the circumstances rather than the bottom line of the law.

· The Church is in trouble!

· The Church needs to be more open, more inclusive.

· This policy will negatively impact future candidates for seminaries.

· This could reduce the number of seminaries by two-thirds because it will not be economically feasible to operate seminaries with too few students.

Increasing Priests’ Participation
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· Members have pointed out that not as many priests have been participating in general meetings as in the past.

· The steering committee would like to develop a strategy to increase attendance.

· Fr. Tom Lumpkin will invite priests to Dayhouse in get new input on priests’ issues that need to be discussed, and other suggestions.

By-Laws
Tony Kosnik

· By-laws are needed not only for organization and structure, but they are required to obtain non-profit status and postal bulk mailings.

· The by-laws were discussed at the last meeting and all recommendations were addressed.

· The by-laws were approved with no dissentions.

· The by-laws specify the appointment of a nominating committee for the election of officers.

· Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin and Delphine Palkowski volunteered.

Next Meeting
Diane McDonald

The next general meeting will be on January 25, 2006 at St. Ronald’s Clinton Township, MI.

Tom Kyle

Secretary
Attachments
· Urban Manifesto

· Detroit Catholic churches

· Co-ed Catholic School

· Letter from Presbyteral Council to Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· Response to Presbyteral Council letter

· AoD Draft Plans by Vicariate
· Instruction Concerning the Criteria of Vocational Discernment (Vatican document)
· Mary Black’s letter
· By-Laws
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