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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

Sixteenth Meeting

April 7, 2005

Minutes

Diane McDonald facilitated the meeting at St. Ronald’s, Clinton Township.

Fr. Jim Andres, OFM hosted.

Attendance is maintained on a separate list.

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting on March 3, 2005 are revised as follows:

· Under remarks from Msgr. Bill Sherzer on the priests pension fund:

· “The pension fund is under judication,” is changed to:

· “Pension funds in two western diocese are under judication, but not in Detroit.”

Treasurer’s Report

Marilyn LeBlanc reported for the period of March 3, 2005 to April 7, 2005:

· Income:

$542.00

· Expenses: 
$436.88

· Total Assets:
$230.50

Mission Statement Approval

Tony Kosnik presented the Mission Statement for approval.

· He complimented Dr. Hal Stack, Director of the Labor Studies Center, Wayne State University for his help and the Steering Committee.

· Dr. Stack had led discussions at the two previous meetings and had complied the results of roundtable discussions.

· Earlier efforts of developing the Mission Statement had not been approved because some members believed that it did not uniquely define the Elephants in the Living Room.

· The draft was approved with to minor corrections:

· “Problems” with challenges.”

· “In Detroit” with “of Detroit.”

· The approved Mission Statement is attached.

Membership Committee

Gerry Bechard presented a membership appeal letter that had been sent to all the priests in the archdiocese.

· Annual membership dues are:

· Founding Member:
$100.00

· Regular Member
  $25.00

· A similar letter is being sent to supporters in the laity.

· The letter to the laity is attached.

Urban Agenda Committee

Judy Burkhardt reported for the Urban Agenda Committee:

· The Urban Agenda Committee has been meeting since August 2004 and has over 100 members.

· The members come from primarily the city of Detroit parishes.

· The Urban Agenda decided not to complete to Parish Inventory Form associated with the AoD Pastoral Plan: Together in Faith.

· The Urban Agenda is developing a new response form – a new evaluation:

· Sense of community and outreach.

· Are the doors wide open?

· Is the celebration welcoming?

· Do the doors open both ways?

· The Urban Agenda recommends the archdiocese open an Urban Parish Office.

· The churches in Detroit believe they are:

· Already a community

· Prophetic.

· Parishes should be evaluated on how the gospel is transmitted; not by numbers.

· If the Parish Inventory Form were strictly applied, most of the parishes would be closed.

· One constraint requires each parish to operate solely from the Sunday collection.

· Most parishes cannot do that.

· The parishes in the city of Detroit do not want suburban parishes to adopt them, but to walk with them.

School Closings

· Judy Burkhardt reported on activities with the Urban Agenda Committee:

· On March 16, 2005 Cardinal Maida announced the closings of the following schools:

· Bishop Borgess High School & Academy, Redford

· Dominican High School and Academy, Detroit

· East Catholic High School, Detroit

· Holy Redeemer High School, Detroit

· Notre Dame  High School, Harper Woods

· Our Lady Queen of Angels Elementary, Detroit

· St. Alphonsus Elementary, Dearborn

· St. Benedict Elementary, Highland Park

· St. Casimir Elementary, Detroit

· St. Clement High School, Centerline

· St. Florian elementary, Hamtramck

· St. Luke & St. Brigid Elementary, Detroit

· St. Martin de Porres High School, Detroit

· St. Mary Magdelan Elementary, Melvindale

· St. Mel Elementary, Dearborn Heights

· Transfiguration Elementary, Detroit

· Trinity Catholic High School, Harper Woods

· The Urban Agenda Committee is providing a forum for discussion on school closings, beginning March 23, 2005 at Sacred Heart, Detroit.

· 250 – 300 students, parents, teachers, principals and supporters attended.

· All the high schools except Bishop Borgess were represented.

· Planning committees were established and meet weekly at Sacred Heart.

· Students have a committee that meets Sunday evenings at Sacred Heart.

· Students of Holy Redeemer marched from their school to the chancery office on Monday of Holy Week; Bishop Gumbleton met the students at the school and led then in the rosary.

· Students from the above high schools demonstrated at the Chrism Mass at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral on Holy Thursday.

· East Catholic is negotiating with the Adrian Dominicans, who own Dominican High School, for use of the building to continue East Catholic High School.

· Bob Morand reported on efforts to maintain St. Martin de Porres High School.

· Fr. Morand was a founder and named the high school 38 years ago.

· Five charter organizations have contacted the directors of St. Martin de Porres High School.

· 60 hours of meetings have been held since Cardinal Maida’s announcement.

· The directors have decided to maintain St. Martin de Porres as a charter school.

· St. Martin de Porres will keep its connection as a Catholic school.

· Latitude for religious education and worship will be provided.

· Spokespersons for the archdiocese revealed that the school closing announcement was a dry run for parish closings.

· One leader conceded that the Pastoral Plan for the city churches was to wait until the older priests retired or died, then turn the lights out!

· Not one consultor, who advised on the school closings, came from Detroit.

· Mike Reece, principal of Notre Dame High School, Harper Woods, reported:

· Bishop John Quinn and Bishop Earl Boyer are in strong support of Notre Dame.

· Notre Dame was established by the Marist Fathers for the education of Catholic young men 50 years ago.

· Notre Dame has 300 students – 100% go to college.

· In 1997 the Marist Fathers encountered financial difficulties and sold Notre Dame to the archdiocese for $2 million.

· The Marist Fathers continued to administrate the high school.

· Notre Dame leadership believes it is on track to a bright future for Notre Dame.

· Notre Dame owes AoD $1.2 million to repair/remodel the facilities.

· The enhancements make the property appealing for purchase.

· Notre Dame owes AoD $90,000 to cover operating expenses.

· Notre Dame receives no subsidies from AoD.

· AoD will not work with Notre Dame leadership to sustain Notre Dame.

· There is no place for these students to go for a Catholic education.

· The students do not understand what has happened or what they are going to do.

· Notre Dame alumni have pledged $4 million to purchase the facilities from AoD.

· An offer was made to AoD.

· AoD refused the offer.

· AoD may have a purchaser in mind.

· The decision to close Notre Dame is so wrong – so unreasonable.

· It is a nightmare that will not go away!

Education Committee
Tom Lumpkin reported on the next educational forum.

· The next educational forum will be Monday, May 16, 2005 at Sacred Heart Church, 1000 Eliot, Detroit, MI from 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM.

· The subject will be: The Critical Need for Reform of Church Structures.
· Tom Fox, editor of the National Catholic Reporter, will address structural reform at the national and universal levels

· Bishop Tom Gumbleton will speak to the local situation.

· A goal of the forum is to identify actions we can take now.

· A light lunch will be offered at noon.

· Please contact Tom Kyle at 248 277 7223 or at tjkyle@peoplepc.com if you would like to participate in the lunch.

· An invitation was sent to the clergy on April 2, 2005.

· A subsequent invitation is being sent to the laity shortly.

· See attachment for the letter to the laity.

Pastoral Planning Committee

Tom Kyle and Gerry Bechard reported for John Nowlan.

· AoD has 29 more parishes that it has available priests.

· The five parishes in Southfield do not equal the number of parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows, Farmington.

· Wyandotte has six parishes.

· AoD tends to look at parishes from a corporate model rather than a scriptural model:

· If it doesn’t make a profit, it’s gone.

· Our job is to convey the pain - this cannot go on!

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Elephants in the Living Room will be the educational forum on May 16, 2005 at Sacred Heart, Detroit.  We will announce the next regular meeting and location then.

Tom Kyle

Secretary
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