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ELEPHANTS IN THE LIVING ROOM

DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

Website:  elephantsinthelivingroom.com
General Membership Meeting
Our Lady of Fatima Parish

13500  Oak Park Boulevard

Oak Park, Michigan  48237

March 24, 2011
1:00 P.M.

Host:  Fr. Paul Chateau

Facilitators:  Kathy Chateau & Paul Lippard
Opening Prayer:  Cathy Chateau began the meeting at 1:05 p.m. with a welcoming statement and a Gathering prayer.  

Minutes of the Last General Meeting:   Carol Boulanger read the minutes from the October 18, 2010 General Membership Meeting.  A correction in the spelling of Deacon Paul Lippard’s name was noted and the minutes were accepted as written.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Earl LeTissier reported membership dues collected of
$  7,830.00

Proceeds from Free Will Offerings and Donations from Educational Forums of
    4,748.13
This brings us to a total income since our last report of



  12,578.13

Expenses for the various speakers came to





 -  2,250.00

Expenses for Forum luncheon food and speaker’s room & board


 -  2,263.46
Mailing costs, postage and web site fees





 -  2,926.31

Previous checking account balance carried forward from 2010 


$12,264.23
This brings us to a present balance in the checking account
of


$19,704.00
The balance in the savings account is






        158.84
For a total in assets of 







$19,862.84
Membership Report: Tom Kyle reported that total membership last fall was 1,532 and with some additional registrants from at the Theresa Kane and Bryan Massingale Forums, our present membership stands at 1562.
Election of Officers:  The following officers were elected with a majority show of hands:

      

President

Fr. Tom Lumpkin


Secretary

Carol Boulanger


Facilitator

Paul Lippard (2nd year)


Facilitator

(1ST year) The scheduled candidate had to withdraw due to health reasons.  Appointment to this office will take place when new candidates are identified.
Report on meeting with Archbishop Vigneron: Fr. Tom Lumpkin reviewed the points over time that led the Elephant’s to seek a meeting with the Archbishop.  
     (  The American Catholic Council, a coalition of like minded groups, came together to listen 

          and discuss the faith in the spirit of Call to Action of 1976.

     (  This process culminated in calling a Council of the Roman Catholic Church to celebrate  

          Vatican II and reclaim its vision.

     (  Archbishop Vigneron sent a letter to this diocese decreeing that no Listening Session   

          connected with this event could be held on any church property of the diocese. 
     (  This action resulted in the statement set forth in the Oct. 18, 2010 minutes calling for  

          the Elephants asking for a meeting to seek dialogue with Archbishop Vigneron.

     (  Correspondence began between the Elephant’s and the office of the Archbishop 
          culminating in a meeting on February 1, 2011.  (See attachments)
     Report of Meeting:  
     (  In attendance:  Archbishop Allen Vigneron & Fr. Patrick Halfpenny, Clergy Life Office 

Fr. Tom Lumpkin, Fr. Gerry Bechard, Fr. William Petron, Fr. William Murphy, & Fr. Larry Pettke, Elephants in the Living Room
     (  The discussion was characterized as frank and amicable, mainly a theological discussion.
          (see attached Summary Report)
     (  There was agreement in theory on the unchanging core of the truths of our faith but    
          awareness of differences in specific issues over what would constitute that core.
     (  The Archbishop’s main objection to the American Catholic Council is the issue of women’s                    

          ordination.  He sees the matter as definitively settled – the Elephants noted the teaching   

          does not enjoy “reception” by many theologians and a significant number of Faithful.
     (   There was discussion on forming conscience on such matters.  Again disagreement with 

          the Archbishop holding to full acceptance of Church teaching guided by the Magisterium
          while the Elephants look to a less rigid course of seeking the wisdom of the whole People
          of God in coming to an informed decision.
     (  A biblical lens that could offer clarity is the early Church controversy between Peter and  

          Paul over the membership requirement of Gentiles becoming Jews first to then become 
          baptized Christians.
     (  Both sides believe the Holy Spirit is guiding and will bring us to resolution.
Comments from the Floor:       
     (   Fr. Gerry Bechard reported that Archbishop Vigneron voiced the opinion that he was 

          originally afraid of being attacked and saying something he would later regret but was 

          eventually calmed of those fears.  Fr. Gerry commended the Elephant clergy group for 

          remaining solid in a position of disagreement with Archbishop Vigneron’s stance.
     (  Some members asked for clarification on the nature of the American Catholic Council and 

          Its goals and objectives.  (See attachment)

     (  There was a desire voiced to push the topic of women’s ordination because the Arch-
          Bishops case is so week but the question of “Where do we go from here?” arose.

     (  An advisory has been issued to employees of the diocese against attending the ACC.  Paul

          Lippard raised the conflict because of the diaconal oath to the Bishop he’s made.

     (  The Dioceses of Milwaukee, Minneapolis/St. Paul, & Jacksonville, FL have all issued the    

          same advisory letter.
     (   There should be a sincere effort to reach out to Archbishop Vigneron.  Fr. Lumpkin said 

           the best way to do that is within the established structure. 

     (   A healthy response to the Archbishop should include laity follow-up.  Keep the dialogue 

           open.  Any group going to the Archbishop must have women representatives.

     (   When the established leadership does not do what it should be doing, our response 

           should be to do it ourselves.  The Catholic Pastoral Alliance is a good example of this.

     (   The Media could be a divisive element as we get closer to the ACC event in June

     (   A big gap has developed between the priests ordained just before and after Vatican II
          and those ordained within the last decade or so.  There needs to be some inter-

          generational dialogue on a presbyteral level.  
 
     (  Rev. Donald Hanshon and Rev. Michael Bryne are the two newly ordained auxiliary 

          bishops for the Archdiocese.  Bishop-elect Hanshon has rapport with the Hispanic 

          community.  Little is known about Bishop-elect Bryne other than he served at Sacred 

          Heart Major Seminary prior to his appointment.
     (   All those in Church hierarchy, the episcopacy and the presbyterate are male while the 

          vast majority of the people in the pews are female.  Is there something wrong with this 

          picture?
General Announcements:
     (  The next Elephant Educational Forum will be held on Tuesday, May 10. 2011.  The 
          featured speaker will be Ladislas Orsy, SJ.  Site & topic to be determined.
     (  One of our members, Lui Matsuo, lost 25 members of his family in the Japanese 

          earthquake and resulting tsunami.  Please keep him and his family in prayer.
     (  The annual meeting of Pax Christi will be held on March 26, 2011 beginning at 8:30 a.m.
          It will be held at St. Mary Magdalene in Brighton with Fr. Peter Doherty presenter.

     (  St. Fabian will host We are the Church Conferences’ winter speaker, Fr. Richard Fragomeni 
          from Catholic Theological Union, on March 31, 2011 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  His topic will
          be “Eucharist:  We Will Be Changed.”

     (  On April 4, 2011 St. Fabian’s will sponsor an IHM fundraiser to help complete the 

          documentary film entitled “Band of Sisters.” 
     (  The IHM Mentors of Sustainable Living award will be presented at a banquet at the 
          Motherhouse on May 5, 2011.  Tickets are $50.

     After a fifteen minute break the meeting resumed at 2:30 p.m.     

Reflection Opportunity:
     Tom Kyle offered a reflection from two different sources that might help the Elephants    

     combat the state of “learned helplessness” that sometimes surfaces in discussion.
     (  In his talk to the Elephants, Fr. Bryan Massingale pointed out that the laity cannot expect

          that the clergy should take on all issues facing the Church.  We need to overcome such 

          dependence and do these things ourselves.  (see Massingale’s talk archived on the 

          Elephant website)
     (   At a recent ACC listening session held at Marygrove College, Fr. Victor Clore cited 

         “Reflections on the State of American Catholicism Today,” a talk given by Richard 

          Gaillardetz.  Several times in the speech he makes the point that Catholic Laity in 2011 
          have an obligation to question their faith and to help the presbyterate listen and learn 

          from the people they are called to serve.  (see attachment)  
     Tony Koznik addressed the membership on an “elephant” that needs some attention –     

     Catholic Social Justice Teaching.
     (  Catholics for the Common Good is a group working to make Catholic social teaching more     

          relevant in politics and more alive in society. 
     (  March 28, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., Our Lady of Fatima will host a discussion on “What Can We 

          Do?” to get social justices issues out there and acted upon.  All interested groups are 

          welcome.  A website – www.cfcgm.org – is available for more information 
     (  The group would appreciate any resources the Elephants might lend in support.
     (  Suggestions of ways to help:  Since the Department of Justice & Peace has been 

          eliminated by diocesan reorganization, we could lobby to reestablish it.  The Elephants 

          could go to Vigneron with Catholic Social Justice as the issue to continue the conversation.
     (  We need to know what Catholic Social Justice teaching is.  We need to know more than 

          just the abortion issue before we can act in the political arena.

     (  How do we reach our fellow Catholics with this message when most often those giving the 

          message are not part of approved or accepted groups.

     (  The membership asked for more education in this area and wanted to look at different 
          groups to see what is being already addressed so as not to duplicate efforts.
Closing :  Fr. Gerry Bechard reminded the group that there would be a discussion with Bishop Tom Gumbleton at S.S. Simon & Jude, Westland on April 7, 2011 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  He also   said the Pentecost 2011 event here in Detroit would mark the 50th anniversary of the calling of Vatican II and there would be a similar event in Europe in five years to mark the closing of this Council.  The meeting ended at 3:35 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Boulanger

Secretary
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