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ELEPHANTS IN THE LIVING ROOM

DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

Website:  elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Annual Membership Meeting
Our Lady of Fatima Parish

13500  Oak Park Boulevard

Oak Park, Michigan  48237

October 18, 2010

1:00 P.M.

Host:  Fr. Paul Chateau

Facilitator:  Kathy Chateau
AGENDA

Welcoming:  Fr. Paul Chateau began the meeting at 1:05 p.m. with a welcoming statement

Opening Prayer:  Paul Lepard led the group in the recitation of The Prayer of Vatican II

Agenda:    Kathy Chateau introduced Fr. Tom Lumpkin, President of the Elephants in the Living
     Room.  He informed the meeting that because of the letter recently sent from the office of
     Archbishop Vigneron, the listening session originally scheduled for this meeting would not
     take place.  Instead the core of the meeting would focus on discussion around what he felt

     had become the new main agenda item. 
Agenda Item 1:  Fr. Lumpkin indicated that at our last general meeting, the Elephants had, by 
     consensus, agreed to  endorse the American Catholic Council and its proposed Conference of
     Pentecost 2011.  He then articulated the main agenda item as answering the question, “Do
     we as a group/organization engage in the process delineated in the Constitution of the
     American Catholic Council by sponsoring a listening session, the end product of which would
     then be Included in the Pentecost 2010 Conference?”
Discussion:  The following points were verbalized by members in attendance:
     (  The Elephants in the Living Room have become very important in support of our faith life 
          and up to this point we have been able to do things without fear of repression. We should 
          not do anything that would jeopardize that.

     (  St. Mark’s parish held two listening sessions and the remarks made afterward were that
          people needed a place to voice their concerns and felt that at these sessions they were
          listened to.

     (  Archbishop Neinstedt sent a letter to his diocese (Minneapolis/St. Paul Minnesota) that  

          had almost the same wording as Bishop Vigneron’s letter.  

     (  An unjust rule imposed need not be obeyed.  The Elephants need to address the over- 

          statements of the letter.
     (  On the one hand we would not want to do anything that endangered our priests; on the 

          other hand we can ask; “If not us, who?  If not now, when?”

     (  More than just the priests are involved here.  The question we need to ask is, “What if the 
          Archbishop says anyone who goes to Pentecost 2011 is excommunicated?”
     (  Are we more valuable as a group by saying we are part of the American Catholic Council or 

          are we more valuable as a group by maintaining a presence and doing as we have always 

          been doing?
     (  The question was asked, “What are the original objectives of the ACC?”  (Refer to the 

          attached Constitution.) Fr. Lumpkin said, “While the ACC has adopted a process similar to 

          Cardinal Dearden’s Call to Action of years ago; that effort was sponsored by bishops and 

          this effort is not.  The use of the word ‘council’ implies universality of thinking when, in 

          fact, those attending will be more to the progressive left.

     (  Can a prophet work within or outside present structures?  A prophet can work in 
          both/and; so the question becomes “where do we want to work?”

     (  The prophet’s role is within the structures of the Archdiocese right now.  We really need 

          to address the errors of the letter and everyone should have input.

     (   The goals of the ACC are to keep alive and celebrate the motifs of: the importance of 

          Baptism, Ecumenism, enculturation, collegiality, and to expose everyone to the  

          universality of the People of God.  These are also goals of Vatican II.
     (   For guidance in decision-making always go back to the mission statement.  Defer to those  

          who have a bigger stake in the decision.

     (   In civil law, businesses ask the Attorney General for rules on what one can and cannot do.   

          We should ask the Moderator of the Curia for rules governing this situation.

     (   We should not engage as an organization but for individuals it is perfectly okay.
     (   Can we put together a response without starting a public confrontation?

     (   Hold listening sessions anywhere you want to, just avoid asking parishes for space.
     (   The priests should ask for a meeting with the Archbishop to discuss/clarify, in particular, 
           what the ACC is and, in general, what progressive movements are about.
     (   We cannot just dismiss Vatican II.  We have to speak out about lay involvement and peace 

           & justice.

     (  Too many decisions have been made by the hierarchy and not the people.  It is sad that 

          priests cannot stand up for injustice without fear of punishment.  The people feel no one 

          is listening.  Many have left the church because their needs have not been heard.  

          Someone has to make a stand.

     (  Don’t condemn the American Catholic Council but do not endorse it either.
Consensus Vote:  Should the Elephants in the Living Room directly engage in the process of 

     the American Catholic Council?
We agree – as a group/organization, the Elephants shall not directly and actively engage 
in the process of the American Catholic Council.
     
We agree – not to condemn the American Catholic Council

We agree – as a group we will not promote a listening session as that is engaging in the

ACC process.

We agree – the Elephants in the Living Room will not financially sponsor the ACC.

     After a short break the meeting resumed at 2:20 p.m.     

Minutes:  The minutes of the Board Meeting of June 24, 2009 were approved as presented 
Treasurer’s Report:  Earl LeTissier reported a balance of $12,758.83 in the checking account        

       and         158.00 in the savings account

                                                                                    for a total of  $12,916.83

     The Elephants are very grateful to Fr. Gerry Bechard for the hospitality he has given to many   

      speakers who required overnight accommodation.  We are also grateful to the IHM and 

      Mercy sisters for providing the same to religious women speakers.

Election of Officers:  The following officers were elected with a majority show of hands:
      

Vice-President

Fr. Gerry Bechard


Treasurer

Earl LeTissier



Facilitator

Kathy Chateau



Facilitator

Paul Lepard

Agenda Item 2: Fr. Tom Lumpkin presented the following statement as representative of the 
     consensus vote of the members present: 
We recognize and identify the ACC Declaration that yearns for a “renewed and reformed Church that the Gospel, Vatican II and the Signs of our times require.”

We are committed to working for the future of the Church within present Church

structures.  We believe the Holy Spirit works both from within and from without 

the Church, leading us in the way of all truths.  While we choose as an organization 
to not directly engage in the ACC process, we do not condemn it or believe its goals 

are “largely in opposition to the Second Vatican Council and the Holy Spirit.”  We

seek dialogue with the Archbishop about the Archdiocese’s “Statement on the American Catholic Council.”
Closing Prayer:  Fr. Gerry Bechard offered a closing prayer to end the meeting at 2:45 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Boulanger

Secretary
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