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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

Twenty-fourth General Meeting

June 4, 2009
Minutes

Fr. Paul Chateau welcomed the Elephants to Our Lady of Fatima.

Attendance has been maintained on a separate list.

Jack Ryan facilitated the meeting; Kathy Chateau led the prayer service.

State of the Organization
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· The Elephants in the Living Room started in the fall of 2003.

· The Spirit of Vatican II was being eroded in Detroit.

· Certain things could not be talked about.

· There were several subjects that needed to be talked about

· The educational forums have been an attempt to discuss “elephants in the living room.”

· We are now averaging over 300 per forum (the last two, over 500).

· We believe they are successful.

· Those attending seem to have a good experience of church.

· Some actions have been:

· Appealed Bishop Gumbleton’s removal as pastor of St. Leo’s.

· Issued a call to a scripturally based church – seventy priests signed the letter.

· Letters to Cardinal Maida, e.g.:

· On homosexuality.

· Parishes hurt by certain pastoral assignments.

· Letters to all priests on silence on the war

· Letters to priests on the presidential campaign.

· Meetings with Cardinal Maida.

· Issued “Best Practices” concerning parish closings/mergings.

· Met with Msgr. Riccardo Bass on monitoring of priests accused of sexual abuse.

· We have developed a working structure:

· Working committees

· Website
· Communication to members by e-mails.

· Membership:

· 1276 members (30% increase over last year)

· 135 members contributing regular membership dues.

· 24 priests

· Remainder contributing free will offerings.

Financial Report
Tom Kyle for Earl LeTissier

· Income
· Membership Dues: 
$4,532.00

· Free Will Offerings:
$7,203.84

· Expenses

· Educational Forums:
$8,347.46

· Organizational:

$3,844.92

· Balance in Bank

· Savings:
  
   $150.00

· Checking:

$9,809.43

Elections
Jack Ryan

· Nominations 

· For president (two year term): Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· For secretary (two year term): Carol Boulanger, Tom Kyle
· For facilitator: Deacon Paul Lippard

· Elections:

· President: Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· Secretary: Jointly: Carol Boulanger and Tom Kyle

· They will develop a plan to share responsibilities

· Facilitator: Deacon Paul Lippard.

American Catholic Council
Fr. Tom Lumpkin

· The American Catholic Council is described in the attached Declaration.

· The American Catholic Council is attempting to call a conference in Detroit at Pentecost 2011.

· The ACC wants to expand the participation of organizations across the U.S.

· Should the Elephants in the Living Room be involved?

· The Elephants could:

· Endorse the American Catholic Council.

· Engage in the planning and funding.

· Do nothing.

· Call for a vote:

· 93% agreed to endorse the American Catholic Council.

· Engagement is tabled to another general meeting.

Open Forum
· Suggestions for future speakers and topics:

· Richard Rohr – Emerging Church

· Robert McClory – Faithful Dissenters

· Margaret Farley, Fran Furder – sexuality

· Richard McBrien – Ecclesiology

· Thomas Keating

· Ed Conlin

· George Wilson

· Archbishop Vigneron

· Year of the Priest

· Bishops letter 1997 on homosexuality

· Children of Abraham (ecumenical)

· Newman Clubs

· Concerns for educational forums:

· Many members cannot attend daytime forums.

· Offer two per year in the evening.

· Offer both afternoon and evening forums.

· Offer forums on Saturday/Sunday afternoons.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Elephants in the Living Room
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