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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

General Meeting

February 11, 2008

Minutes

Fr. Paul Chateau welcomed the Elephants to Our Lady of Fatima.

Attendance has been maintained on a separate list.

Mary Black facilitate the meeting and opened with a reflection, It Takes Courage to Be Crocus-Minded.

See attachment.
An Activist
Tom Nelson, a widower, married Linda Karle, a widow.  Each has a gay child.  Tom Nelson told his story of being compelled to speak out against injustices in the Church toward gay and lesbian members, and how this has changed his life.  The text of his presentation is attached.  He asked us to listen and we will hear the Spirit.

Christo Rey High School
Barbara Stanbridge, IHM, chairperson of the Board for Christo Rey High School informed the Elephants on progress to date in making the Christo Rey High School a reality in southwest Detroit and cited needs still remaining.
When several Catholic schools were closed in Detroit, some Catholocs since 2005 have put their heads together.  They found a model for a Catholic high school in Chicago called Christo Rey.  Twelve other Christo Rey high schools have followed in other large cities where Catholic schools have been closed.  The rate of graduates going to college has ranged from 88% to 98%.

The planning group, led by Sr. Canice Johnson, RSM, decided to open a Christo Rey high school in Detroit.  The Basilian Fathers and the IHMs agreed to sponsor this school.  The president of the new school is Dr. Earl Robinson, former provost of Marygrove College.  The principal is Susan Rowe, former principal of U of D High School.  The school will open in September 2008 at the former Redeemer High School with a freshman class of 125.

Students work one day per week to earn their tuition.  To date twenty-five corporations have offered entry level clerical jobs to four students who work a different day each week.  These corporations are providing $25,000 per year for each group of four children.  A list of participating corporations is attached.  Because students work one day per week, they will have extended hours and days in the school year to meet academic requirements.  Students are selected from families too poor to send their children to a private school; but the applicants must be college material and want to go to college.  The faculty is totally dedicated to the success of these students.  Retired IHMs will also assist in tutoring.
How can the Elephants and other help?  Can someone help us build a new school in southwest Detroit, i.e., provide the property?   To date the Board of Directors has been unable to secure a lease from Redeemer and the archdiocese has provided a number of barriers to be overcome.  Redeemer High School dates from the 1920s and the a charter school also using the former Redeemer High School would like to expand into space negotiated with Christo Rey and are willing to offer the parish significantly more money for this space.  Also, Christo Rey would like to secure at least five more corporate work sponsors by September 2008.  A flyer promoting the Christo Rey High School is attached.
Advocacy Program
Fr. Gerry Bechard explained the purpose of the Elephants’ advocacy program.  Three teams, each led by a priest, are available in different parts of the archdiocese.  They accept inquiries concerning issues related to the operation of a parish, primarily where the pastor and/or parish staff and the parishioners are struggling.  The Advocacy Committee is looking for a cross-section of the parish having a problem rather than one or two people.  After listening to a group representing the parish, the team will talk to the pastor and to other parishioners to get a balanced picture.  The mission is to gather data, put them in order, identify the problem, and take it to the archdiocese.  The archdiocese cannot pretend that something that exists doesn’t exist.  The Advocacy Committee does not intend to usurp the archdiocese’s authority, but it will raise the issue to help people understand.
Election of New Officers

Tom Kyle presented the following nominees for office for two year terms beginning July 1, 2008:

· Fr. Gerry Bechard – Vice President

· Earl LeTissier – Treasurer

· Marilyn LeBlanc – Facilitator

No other candidates were nominated.

The membership voted and elected these officers.

Other Administrative Business
In the previous general meeting, the membership directed:

· Registration of the name Elephants in the Living Room;
· Elephants in the Living Room has been registered in Oakland County for three years.

· A new checking account in the Elephants in the Living Room name only;

· A new checking account has been opened in the name of the Elephants in the Living Room.

· Securing a solicitors’ license;

· The rules requiring a solicitors provide exemptions for which the Elephants meet two:

· The general public is not solicited for funds – members only.

· The income from soliciting is less than $8,000. per year.

· Obtaining a bulk mail permit.
· This is in progress.

Open Discussion
The following are comments from the floor:

· According to Bryan Massingale, the Church as we know it is dying.  

· This is the work of hospice.
· Bryan Massingale’s experience with his dying mother led him to help her live as fully as possible.

· The Church is still alive, but not well.

· Priests are declining: in ten years there will be less than 90 priests under 70 years old.

· The day may come when we don’t have priests.

· Massingale talked about betrayal and denial.

· Issues exist about language in the liturgy; these changes are a form of betrayal.

· JPII priests have taken pastorates to rule parishes rather than serve them.

· There is a theological difference between Vatican II priests and JP II priests.

· The Elephants a re attempting to hold a discussion with both sides.

· Many women were inspired by Vatican II.

· Vatican II was such a gift.

· But Vatican leaders didn’t mean it, i.e. Vatican II.

· They want to take it back.

· Today there are two generations born who do not have a clue about Vatican II.

· What they know comes from John Paul II and from Benedict XVI.

· They don’t know our experience.

· Some members are concerned about the retreats from Vatican II teachings and seek support from the Elephants.

· Some members are very concerned about proposed changes to the liturgy.

· In the gospel, the story goes from good to bad; then it gets better.

· We are living out that gospel story today.

· Members would like to return from the auditorium style for educational forums to table gatherings.

· Speakers have bee very good, but the membership would like some women as speakers.

· Helen Prejean has agreed to speak in early 2009.

· The Elephants are trying to secure Elizabeth Johnson before summer.

· This year is the 20th anniversary the AoD priests challenged Cardinal Szoka on the elimination of communal penance.

· Cardinal Szoka referred to these priests as a bunch of cockroaches.

· These priests gathered and adopted the name: The Cockroaches.

· What is happening with Robert Blair Kaiser since he spoke to the Elephants in October 2006 about an American Catholic Church?

· Robert Blair Kaiser talked about an autochthanous (home grown) church similar to churches like the Armenian, Coptic, Marinite, Melkite and Syrian churches who recognize the pope as the spiritual leader of the Church, but who govern themselves independently from Vatican control.

· Robert Blair Kaiser published a novel, Cardinal Mahoney, which was available beginning January 2008, in which he outlines his concept for a home grown church similar in concept to those just mentioned.

· Robert Blair Kaiser is planning a national tour in 2008 to explain further the structure of an American Church led by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in hopes of building up a grass roots support.

Closing Prayer
Mary Black led the closing prayer.  A copy is attached.
Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Elephants in the Living Room
Attachments
· www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com/Crocus-Minded.doc
· www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com/An_Activist.doc
· www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com/Christo_Rey_Sponsors.doc
· www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com/Christo_Rey_Brochure.pdf
· www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com/Elephant_Blessing_20080211.doc
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