A Summary of the Elephants’ Education Committee Meeting of May 31, 2006

Present: Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Gerry Chojnacki, Tom Gumbleton, tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan, Tom Zerafa

1. Review of Forum on Vatican Decree on Homosexuality

With still some money to come in from the sale of audio visual tapes, the income from the event was approximately $250.00 more than the expenses.

Negative comments:  The Vatican Decree itself was not sufficiently presented and critiqued by the presenters; the openness of the event – not just priests – was felt as threatening to some gay priests.

Positive comments: the forum greatly succeeded in discussing openly the issue – which is one of our main Elephant goals; it did so in a way that supportively presented being gay; the speakers were each in their own way excellent; the attendance was large – higher than many of us expected.
Next step:  a letter will be sent to Cardinal Maida making these points: 1) Contemporary behavioral science has made highly debatable the Decree’s description of homosexuality as a “tendency” and “objectively disordered.”  Such judgments come from a theology of sexuality held by the Magisterium that is also in fact not being sufficiently “received” by the faithful; 2) an interpretation of the Decree that encourages gay seminarians or priests to not acknowledge their orientation returns us to an earlier, unhealthy formation process where men are encouraged to not acknowledge or repress their sexuality.  Tom Lumpkin will write the letter.  A question was also raised about the content of the seminary rector’s explanation of seminary policy in this matter to the presbyteral council.  Depending on our research, a letter may also be directed to the rector and presbyteral council.

2. Planning for Fall Forums

After considering several options, it was agreed to pursue Donald Cozzens as a presenter for a Fall forum addressing the topic of his latest book, “Freeing Celibacy.”  Tom Gumbleton will continue to work on this.  (Tom Reese was contacted as a presenter and would like to come, but is not available for early Fall.)
We talked further on the proposal of the last meeting to follow the Fall forum with more limited events, possible for priests only, on the whole sexual abuse issue; having something on the canonical rights of priests removed because of sexual abuse allegations as well as hearing from victims of sexual abuse.  Tom Lumpkin will seek further input from some more of the removed priests.

