A Summary of the Elephants’ Education Committee Meeting of July 7, 2005

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Carol Boulanger, Kathy Desrochers, Ed Farrell, Tom Gumbleton, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan

1. Richard McBrien Forum

Richard McBrien will speak on Monday, October 10, on “Critical Issues Facing the Church.” The event will be held at the Activities Building of Sacred Heart, Detroit.  It will go from 1 – 3:30 p.m. with lunch provided beforehand for those who wish it.  Again, we will take a free will offering to make up the costs.  (But the Membership Committee will try to find a way to make it easier and offering baskets more accessible.)  It will be open to anyone and everyone.  As before, letters will be sent to all the priests and deacons (Tom Lumpkin and Rita Mary from Gump’s office will do this.)   Tom Kyle will also send notice of the event to parish DRE’s.  Tom Kyle will arrange for audio/video.  Tom Lumpkin will contact the Catholic Book Store to see if they wish to set up a display.

The format:

1 P.M.
Opening Prayer (Bob Wurm)

1:15
McBrien’s talk

2:15
Break

2:30
Exchange between McBrien & the participants: Questions and Comments from the floor

3:15
Closing Prayer (no leader yet selected)

2. Strategies Proposed from the Forum on Church Structures

Discussion resulted in the following actions:

1) We will propose an Advent Service of Lament & Longing open to all.

The idea at present:  The Archdiocese always presents a positive spin on very painful and difficult events for people, e.g., the closing of churches and schools is all for the “strengthening” of the Church.  Consequently, many individuals and groups don’t have an opportunity to publicly express their grief and outrage.  This evening will provide that opportunity within a prayerful Advent context of waiting upon and longing for the saving power of God in these situations.  At our next meeting, we’ll look more closely at this idea.  Kathy Desrochers, Tom Kyle & Tom Lumpkin will meet on Monday, July 25th, to do some preliminary thinking on this.

2) The Elephants would explore whether other groups like Call to Action, Catholic Caucus, etc. would be interested in a common collaborative effort.  We though should come with a specific proposal, like an alternative/mini-Synod.  Again, we will flesh this idea out at our next meeting.

3) Archdiocesan Finances:  We like the letter Call to Action sent to the Presbyteral Council regarding questions about the AOD Financial Report.  It has been ignored.  We think we should add our voice with a letter saying their letter raises questions that deserve answers.  Gerry Bechard will work on this.

3.
Representative of Education Committee to the Elephants’ Steering Committee

Tom Lumpkin agreed to be the Committee’s representative.

Next Meeting: (note the Change!)  Friday, July 29th 1-3 p.m. (lunch at 12:30)

at Dayhouse, 2640 Trumbull, Detroit (313) 963-4539

AGENDA

1. Advent Service Planning

2. Mini/Alternative Synod Idea

3. Discussion on Presbyteral Council Response to our Request for a Meeting

(Carried over from our previous meeting agenda – which we didn’t get to.)

