Minutes of Elephants’ Education Committee Meeting of January 30, 2008
Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Jerry Black, Tony Kosnik, Ralph Kowalski, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan, Ed Scheuerman, JoAnn Vasely

1. Evaluation of John Allen Forum on U.S. Church in a Global Context

A positive overall evaluation.  It was agreed that the collaboration with the IHM and Mercy Sisters was good – we will invite them to join us in co-sponsoring future offerings.  (Tom L. will make the contacts.)  A coming donation from the IHMs will enable us to break even financially.

This forum was a departure for us in the setup (auditorium arrangement instead of people gathered around tables) and obtaining funds (suggested donation at the door with “admission tickets” instead of free will offerings at the tables.)  We prefer to return to our former practice for upcoming and future forums.
Should we follow up the Massingale and Allen forums with some actions?  After much discussion about the need for dialogue between Catholics of different outlooks, it was agreed that we would contact Bishop John Quinn with the idea of arranging some king of structured conversation between the older priests coming from a “Vatican II” background and those with more recently ordained (“John Paul II” priests).  Tom L. 

2. Planning forum with Tom Reese on Tuesday, March 11th, 1-3:30 p.m. at SS. Simon & Jude Church
Title: “How to Stay a Thinking Catholic in Today’s Church.”

Mary Black will facilitate.  It’s Bob Wurm’s “turn” to lead the prayer.  If he’s not available, we’ll ask Kathy Desrocher to do it again.  We’ll go back to having a lunch available beforehand.  Tom Kyle will arrange publicity, recording and Catholic Book Store presence.  Tom L. will check with Tom Gumbleton about Tom Reese’s stipend, travel arrangements, lodgings, and if we can get a picture of him for publicity purposes.

Future forums

Tom Gumbleton sent word that Sr. Helen Prejean is able to come in early 2009.  He is still working on trying to get Sr. Elizabeth Johnson, preferable in May or June of this year.

We agree it would be good to do a forum in the Fall around the “elephant” of priests and parish staff’s seeming silence on the gospel’s social and political dimensions and the believer’s responsibility to integrate such dimensions into their faith.  Brian Hehir was suggested as a possible presenter.  Tom L. will pursue this in conversation with Tom Gumbleton.

Submitted by Tom Lumpkin
