A SUMMARY REPORT OF THE ELEPHANTS’ EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING    April 18, 2007

Present: C. Boulanger, G. Chojnacki, T. Gumbleton, T. Kyle, T. Lumpkin, J. Ryan, 

              E. Scheuerman

1.Follow-up on Survivors Sexual Abuse Forum

   The subcommittee working on this gave its report on the advisability of sponsoring a healing service for survivors. There is a question about whether survivors would actually find a healing service helpful. T. Gumbleton believes what they would really find helpful is an apology from the person whom they accused – something we can’t make happen. T. Gumbleton offered to talk with Barbara Blaine from SNAP to see if there is any interest among survivors in this area for a healing service. E. Scheuerman proposed we table further action until such a time when we have a sense it would be helpful. All present agreed.

2. Follow-up on Forum on the Parish in a Time of Fewer Priests

    As agreed when this forum was planned, there is a consultative task force in existence that is willing to meet with a group from a parish facing closure or merger who feel they are a viable community. The task force at present is composed of T. Lumpkin, B. Morand and T. Kosnik. T. Lumpkin detailed the ways the task force feels it could be helpful. Approximately 90 letters have been sent to priests on our mailing list informing them of this task force and inviting them to pass on the word to people they feel would be interested in its services. T. Gumbleton recommended that the task force take the initiative and make the initial contact in some presently known situations.

3. Future forums

T. Gumbleton invited Tom Reese to speak on “How does a Thinking Catholic Survive in the Church.” But T. Reese is not able to commit himself at present to a date.

It was decided to invite Fr. Bryan Massingdale to speak in early June on “Prophetic Ministry for a Church in Transition.”  T. Gumbleton will make the contact.

Possible speakers for fall/winter forums: Fr. Michael Crosby ; Fr. John O’Malley doing something on the history of Vatican II and its aftermath.

Submitted by T. Lumpkin

Attachment

The Elephants in the Living Room

Education Subcommittee Minutes

Date: March 15, 2007

Time: 10:30 – 12:00 PM

Agenda:
Follow up on the panel presentation re: victims of sexual abuse with focus on further action by the Elephants, particularly reconciliation/healing

Present:
Joann Vasaely, Gerry Bechard, Gerald Chojnacki, Tom Kyle, Iole LeTissier and Judy Szczesny of VOTF.

Iole and Judy presented information about healing services for survivors.  There were out-of-state gatherings (e.g., Minneapolis).  A copy of the service from the Community of Mary Mother of the Church was presented by Judy.  She stated that the service was positive, but had little detail about the actual event.

A teleconference with SNAP officer (referred by Barbara Blaine) Barbara Dorris followed.  SNAP’s views on healing/reconciliation services were more subdued, but there were specific recommendations about follow-up with survivors of sexual abuse:
-
Gatherings with survivors are strongly encouraged, but should not be held in a church building since this can stimulate flashbacks, nor should such a gathering be with priests only.

-
A public setting was recommended and that gathering should be open to the public and press with publicity of the event.

-
Safety of children from future abuse is central and that reporting of abuse is encouraged.

-
Barbara encouraged legislative action (e.g., letters to legislators).

-
SNAP encourages our effort to pursue issues of the survivors and is willing to offer support and participation.  SNAP awaits our proposals and programs.

Discussion among the committee members agreed that a non-church setting is a safe setting, but that involving media would be intimidating to the survivors.  No specific program proposal was brought forth.  However, action by the Elephants to serve the survivors is strongly encouraged by the committee, keeping in mind the following guidelines discussed in the last Education Committee meeting;

· Survivors need the Church community to listen to their pain.

· They also need Church authority to publicly apologize to them.

· Assurance that those who abused will no longer be in ministry that will put other children at risk of abuse.

These issues will be presented to and discussed at the next Education Committee meeting to clarify and formulate future action.

Submitted by:  Gerald Chojnacki
