A Summary of the Elephants’ Education Committee meting of August 11, 2006

Present:  Gerry Bechard, Gerry Chojnacki, Kathy Desrochers, Tom Gumbleton, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Bob Wurm, Jim Wysocki

1. Planning Donald Cozzens Forum on Freeing Celibacy

Date & Time:  Monday, Sept 18th, 1-3:30pm

Place:  Sacred Heart Activities Building, Detroit

Format:  Prayer:  Bob Wurm

Intro of Speaker:  Tom Gumbleton

Presentation

Break/Announcements/Free Will Offering

Questions & Comments

Closing Prayer:  Kathy Desrochers

Facilitator:  Ed Scheuerman, if available

Lunch:  Tom Lumpkin, Gerry Chojnacki

Publicity:  Tom Kyle

Stipend:  $500 & travel expenses

Recording:  Tom Kyle

Catholic Book Store:  Tom Kyle

2. “Follow-up” Gatherings

Don Cozzens has been asked to include some analysis of the sexual abuse issue in his presentation.  There will be two follow-up programs.  One will focus on accused priests, the other on victims/survivors.  Both programs will have the goal of: 1) understanding what happened – especially the victims and accused priests’ experience of how they feel the institutional Church treated them; 2) what need to be done in justice in the future (for both victims and accused priests).  The program on the accused priests will preferably occur in early December with a presentation by Fr. Michael Sullivan, a canonists from Minnesota, with responses from Rick Bass of the archdiocese (saying what the archdiocesan practice is) and Joe Maher, sharing his experiences of accused priests.  The program on victim/survivors will occur preferably in January, with presentations from actual victims/survivors.  Tom Gumbleton agreed to contact all the presenters.
Spring Forums

Tom Gumbleton will contact Michael Crosby for a possible Lenten forum.

