A Summary of the Elephants’ Education Committee of May 8th 

Present: Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Gerry Chjonacki, Mary Ann Ford,

Tom Gumbleton, Tony Kosnik, Ralph Kowalski, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin, Bob Morand, Ed Scheuerman, Don Walker, Bob Wurm, Jim Wysocki

1. Forum on Vatican Decree on Homosexuality and Admissions to Seminaries and Holy Orders

Plans were finalized for this event.  The main decision made was to change the forum’s location to SS. Simon & Jude Church.

2. The Together in Faith Process

We discussed whether we as the Elephants’ Education Committee should address this issue.  As no specific proposals were made, it was agreed to table this subject for the moment.  (It is planned that the next general meeting of the Elephants will include discussion on the Together in Faith process.)

3. Future Speakers & Topics

Jim Wysocki presented a proposal for a presentation on the canonical and civil rights of accused priests.  In the ensuing discussion, it was agreed that it would be good to address the issue of the sexual abuse crisis, but that it should also include a presentation by or about abuse victims.  It was proposed to take two sessions close upon each other in the Fall.  It was also proposed to have a Fall forum before this, featuring a widely known speaker.  Tom Reese and Donald Cozzens were preferred.  Perhaps the content of this presentation could serve as a lead-in to the others.  Tom Gumbleton agreed to do the contacting of these suggested speakers.

Next Elephants’ Education Committee Meeting: Wed., May 31st, Day House at 12:30 PM (lunch available)

AGENDA
1. Review of Homosexuality Forum

A. Finances

B. Overall

C. Next Steps

2. Continuation of Planning for Fall Forum

