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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

September 26, 2006

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin, Diane McDonald and JoAnn Vasely

The minutes of the June 6, 2006 Board Meeting were approved as written.

The treasurer’s report was approved.

Planning for the General Meeting with Robert Blair Kaiser
· There will be two meetings:

· One meeting will be Thursday, October 26 at Sacred Heart, Detroit at 7:00 PM.

· A second meeting will be Friday, October 27 at St. Michael, Sterling Heights at 1:00 PM.

· Robert Blair Kaiser will be the featured speaker at both meetings.

· Honorary: We have agreed to give Robert Blair Kaiser $750. plus expenses.

· There will be no usual business discussed at these meetings.

· Normal business will be postponed until the November general meeting.
· Tom Lumpkin will handle food and refreshments.

· Agenda

· Facilitators:

· Mary Black will facilitate the Thursday evening meeting.

· Diane McDonald will facilitate the Friday afternoon meeting.

· Opening Prayer:

· Prophets of a Future Not Our Own.

· Dedicated to Fr. Jim Wright, deceased.

· Presented by Deacon Mark Springer, Sr. Colette Heck, Art and Carol Belloli

· Introduction of Robert Blair Kaiser

· Bishop Tom Gumbleton, if available

· Fr. Jim Meyer

· Facilitators

· Making Our Church a People’s Church – Robert Blair Kaiser

· Intermission

· Questions and Answers

· Closing Prayer:

· Facilitators.

“Elephants” for 2006-2007
· Together-in-Faith Process

· Celibacy: mandatory vs. optional

· Rights of clergy/victims in the sexual abuse crisis

· Role of women in the Church

· Priest’s pension fund

· Tension between raising issues and action response

Organizational Issues

· Election of Officers
· The By-Laws provide that the Vice-President and the Treasurer be elected in even years.

· The new officers take office on the first General Meeting of the fiscal year.
· That meeting will be October 26, 2006.
· The By-Laws were passed in December 2005
· There is no need to have an election at this time.
· The President, Secretary and Facilitator are elected in odd years.
· An election committee will be appointed later to obtain candidates for 2007.
· Definition of Membership

· The By-Laws provide for three levels of membership and annual dues:

· Founding Member - $100./year

· Regular Member - $25./year

· Associated Member – Free Will Offering

· The original intent for Founding Member was a one time gift.

· The propose change to the By-Laws is: Founding Member - $100.

· The proposed change will be submitted to members for approval at the November General Meeting.

· Membership will include:

· Foundling Members

· Those who register and contribute as Regular Members or as Associate Members.

· The membership renewal letter for 2006 will be sent to members on September 29, 2006.
· Changes to the draft letter will include:

· Founding Member - $100.

· Associate Member – Free Will Offering

· The membership letter will be made available at all educational forums and general meetings.

Next General Meeting
· Date:
Monday, November 13, 2006

· Location:
St. Elizabeth, Wyandotte

· Time:
1:00 PM

Next Board Meeting
· Date:
Tuesday, October 24, 2006
· Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit

· Time:
10:30 AM

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Attachments:

· Minutes of the Board Meeting of June 6, 2006.

· Flyer for General Meeting with Robert Blair Kaiser
· Current By-Laws
· Membership Renewal Letter
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