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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

October 24, 2006

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Carol Boulanger, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin and JoAnn Vasely

The minutes of the September 26, 2006 Board Meeting were approved as written.

The treasurer’s report was approved.

Membership Letter Response

· Joanne Vasely reported that 775 membership renewal letters were sent out October 1.
· To date 93 have responded.

· Approximately $3400. has been added to income from membership dues.

· Stamps cost $302, while bulk mail postage would have cost $108. 
Planning for the General Meeting with Robert Blair Kaiser
· There will be two meetings:

· One meeting will be Thursday, October 26 at Sacred Heart, Detroit at 7:00 PM.

· A second meeting will be Friday, October 27 at St. Michael, Sterling Heights at 1:00 PM.

· Robert Blair Kaiser will be the featured speaker at both meetings.

· Honorary: We have agreed to give Robert Blair Kaiser $750. plus expenses.

· There will be no usual business discussed at these meetings.

· Normal business will be postponed until the November General Meeting on November 13, 2006
· Tom Lumpkin will handle food and refreshments.

· Agenda

· Facilitators:

· Mary Black will facilitate the Thursday evening meeting.

· Diane McDonald will facilitate the Friday afternoon meeting.

· Opening Prayer:

· Prophets of a Future Not Our Own.

· Dedicated to Fr. Jim Wright, deceased.

· Presented by Deacon Mark Springer, Sr. Colette Heck, Art and Carol Belloli

· Introduction of Robert Blair Kaiser

· Fr. Jim Meyer

· Making Our Church a People’s Church – Robert Blair Kaiser

· Intermission

· Questions and Answers

· Closing Prayer:

· Facilitators.

Plans for the General Meeting on the Together in Faith Process

· The meeting will be held at St. Elizabeth parish, Wyandotte, MI, beginning at 1:00 PM on Monday, November 13, 2006.

· Light refreshments will be served.

· The Pastoral Plan Committee will take the lead in preparing for and running this meeting.

· The primary discussion at the meeting will be an assessment of the Together in Faith process.
· Fr. Gerry Bechard will make a demographic presentation of the declining numbers of priests in the archdiocese from 15 years ago to 20 years into the future.

· A Call to Preserve Vibrant Parishes in a Time of Fewer Priests, developed by Future Church, will be used as a discussion tool.

· The Pastoral Plan Committee will develop a position based on the presentation and discussion.

· The Board will review and approve the position paper.

· The position paper will be sent to all priests and deacons in the archdiocese.

· Sr. Canice Johnson, RSM, will make an appeal for business sponsorship for the Christo Rey program.

· The Christo Rey program is a new Catholic school proposal for the city of Detroit.

· Students can defray their tuition costs by working after school at business who are sponsors.

· The Organization Committee will present a proposal for revision to the By-Laws on membership.

· The proposal would redefine “Founding Member.”

· Tony Kosnik will present the proposal for voting by those present.

Advocacy Committee Status

· Fr. Gerry Bechard reported that the following have agreed to serve on the committee: Fr. Larry Jackson, Fr. Kevin O’Brien, Linda Karle, Diane McDonald and Tom Nelson.

· He is seeking additional committee members.

· A canon lawyer should also be included, even if ad hoc. 

Development of an Election Committee
· An Election Committee needs to be created to provide nominees for an election of officers in the spring.
· This will be postponed until the March general meeting.
Tom Kyle

Secretary
Attachments
· Minutes of the Board Meeting of September 26, 2006

· Elephants in the Living Room By-Laws

· A Call to Preserve Vibrant Parishes in a Time of Fewer Priests
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