[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]ELEPHANTS IN THE LIVING ROOM

DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting
February 6, 2006
Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin

New Board of Directors
· The Board of Directors supercedes and replaces the former Steering Committee.

· The Board of Directors consists of four elected officers, the chairperson or representative from each committee and the general meeting facilitators.

Treasurer’s Report

· Marilyn LeBlanc presented the Treasurer’s report for January 2006.  It was approved.

· The financial report for 2005 will be presented at the next board meeting.
Letter to Cardinal Maida
· This is a response to Cardinal Maida’s letter to priests dated February 2, 2006

· The Cardinal’s letter concerned explanations about financial matters relating to the archdiocese’s sponsorship of the John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington.
· The Cardinals letter was also a response to the National Catholic Reported article released February 2, 2006 pointing out Detroit’s financial burden.

· The Elephants’ response letter to Cardinal Maida was drafted by Tom Lumpkin.

· The final draft will be signed by Tom Lumpkin and Gerry Bechard with the concurrence of the Board of Directors.

Letter to Presbyteral Council
· This letter is a companion letter to the one sent to Cardinal Maida concerning financial commitments

· The letter will be sent to Fr. Bill Tindall, president of the Presbyteral Council.

· Copies will be sent to each member of the Presbyteral Council.

· The final draft will be signed by Tom Lumpkin and Gerry Bechard.

· Tom Kyle will send the letters.

Advocacy Response Team
· The Board approved appointing an Advocacy Committee and allow it to develop Ed Scheuerman’s proposal.

· Tony Kosnik and Gerry Bechard will contact the following committee candidates: Kevin O’Brien, Larry Jackson, Fred Elias, Jack Ryan, Earl & Iole LeTissier, Jim Meyer, Sharon O’Hara Bruce, Ed Scheuerman, Diane McDonald.

· The leader selected by the committee would be a member of the Board of Directors.

· Tom Kyle presented a draft questionnaire to be sent to all members.

· The Board decided to allow the committee to develop the questionnaire.

Spirit of the Elephant Award
· Tom Kyle proposed giving recognition annually to an individual who represents the spirit of the Elephants in the Living Room.   The proposal was approved.
· The first designee will be Bishop Tom Gumbleton.

· The award will be a plaque and a ceramic elephant.

· Timing will be the Joan Chittister forum on April 3, 2006 

· The award will be given annually.

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Attachments

· Cardinal Maida’s letter to priests
· NCR article
· Response to Cardinal Maida

· 
Response to the Presbyteral Council
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We are an organization of priests of the Archdiocese of Detroit, strongly supported by participating laity, who seek renewal of the Church of Detroit.  We do this by offering opportunities for education and creating an open forum for discussion and dialog that will lead to developing and advocating more collegial solutions to the challenges we face.  We firmly believe these efforts will contribute to a greater solidarity among priests and a renewed Church of Detroit.


