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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting
April 7, 2006
Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin, Diane McDonald, Joann Vasely
Discussion on Next General Meeting
· We have postponed a general meeting to discuss the AoD Pastoral Plan until it had been published.  It was published March 29, 2006.

· Should we now have a general meeting to discuss the ramifications of the plan and develop any recommendations?

· People are not complaining about the plan.

· Some parishes will close as the pastor retires, dies or is reassigned.  This is postponing parishes dealing with closure/clustering/merging.  Priests are being put in an impossible situation: if they retire/die, the parish will be closed.  The pastor servant becomes the pastor slave.

· Bishop Francis Reiss has said, “The determining factor for closing a parish should not be the availability of a priest.”

· There appears to be openness to having non-canonical pastors in clustered parishes.  Younger pastors may not want non-canonical pastors.  They would prefer mergers.

· The Urban Agenda Coalition is beginning a 12 week program on ministry leadership for city parishes.
· With the implementation of the plan, there will be increased clergy burn-out and depression.

· There will be new problems pasturing clustered parishes without competent staffs.

· We are not using the resources we have.  Many women have MDVs and are not recognized of are prevented from leading parishes. Bishop Boyea has said, “It’ll be a cold day before women/laity administer parishes.”  Sacred Heart Seminary has limited education/training for pastoral ministries.

· We need collaboration – a word not respected by the archdiocese personnel.

· Discussions on the pastoral plan may take more than one meeting.

· The Elephants should develop a document from the general meeting.

· We should send a letter to all the priests to encourage more priest participation in this meeting.

Annual Membership Letter

· The by-laws call for an annual letter for membership dues.

· Some believe we should rely entirely on free-will offerings to sustain the organization.

· This would require a change in the by-laws.

· Discussion was postponed to the next board meeting.

Next Meeting

The next board meeting will be Monday, June 5, 2006 at Dayhouse at 12:30 P.M.
Tom Kyle

Secretary
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We are an organization of priests of the Archdiocese of Detroit, strongly supported by participating laity, who seek renewal of the Church of Detroit.  We do this by offering opportunities for education and creating an open forum for discussion and dialog that will lead to developing and advocating more collegial solutions to the challenges we face.  We firmly believe these efforts will contribute to a greater solidarity among priests and a renewed Church of Detroit.


