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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

May 11, 2009

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Carol Boulanger, Kathy Chateau, Tom Kyle, Earl LeTissier, and Tom Lumpkin

Minutes
The minutes of the Board Meeting of October 23, 2008 were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

Membership

The current membership is 1225 and continues to grow.
Planning for General Meeting
· A general meeting is planned for June 4, 2009 at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park, MI

· The agenda will include:

· Election of officers for July 2009-June 2010

· Offices impacted are President, Secretary and Facilitator
· Presentation on the American Catholic Council will be made

· Tony Kosnik and Tom Kyle will prepare the presentation

· There will be an open forum for membership discussion of topics.

Nominees for Office
· President

· Tom Lumpkin, Bob Humitz, Larry Jackson, Don Walker

· Gerry Bechard will contact the candidates for affirmation

· Secretary

· Tom Kyle, Carol Boulanger

· Facilitator

· Paul Lippard
· Tom Kyle will contact Paul Lippard for affirmation.

Bishop Gumbleton Award
· Fr. Edward Scheuerman was selected for this year’s award.

· The presentation will be made at the educational forum on May 21.

· Tom Kyle will obtain the “elephant” and the plaque.

American Catholic Council
· The American Catholic Council is a new organization founded in 2008.

· The ACC is composed of:

· A variety of church reform organizations, such as:

· Association for the Rights of Catholics in the Church

· Call to Action

· Corpus

· Dignity

· Future Church

· Take Back Our Church

· Voice of the Faithful

· Prominent Catholics, such as

· Sr. Joan Chittister

· Robert Blair Kaiser

· Paul Lakeland

· Sr. Chris Shenk

· Leonard Swidler

· The ACC seeks to promote the return to Vatican II teachings through clergy and lay dialogue and action.

· The ACC plans to accomplish this through national conferences based of Call to Action 1976, held in Detroit.

· This model held meetings in parishes, then dioceses, then regions before coming to Detroit in 1976.

· In Detroit, 182 resolutions were approved by 1350 delegates for subsequent action.

· The ACC plans to hold a national convention in Detroit in the fall of 2011.

· Should the Elephants become members of the ACC and help in the planning of the 2011 convention in Detroit?

· The ACC will be presented at the next general meeting.

· Approval to join and participation in the ACC will be sought from the membership.
· Tony Kosnik and Tom Kyle will make the presentation.
Meeting Basic Needs During an Economic Crisis
· The Elephants were invited to join a committee of organizations to address issues impacting the poor in an economic crisis.
· Other organizations participating were:

· Catholic Caucus

· Catholics for the Common Good

· Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good

· Society of St. Vincent DePaul

· These organizations sponsored a conference held on January 15, 2009 at Sacred Heart, Detroit.

· The Michigan League for Human Services made a powerpoint presentation explaining its work and how others can help.
· Elephants in the Living Room contributed $200. to the Michigan League for Human Services to promote its continued research and publications.

· Catholic Caucus organized a day of caucus with local state representatives in Lansing on April 22, 2009 to promote awareness of the needs of the poor and request help for the poor from government.
New Board Membership
· During the past year there has been considerable involvement of the Directors of Religious Education for continuing education and the Immaculate Heart of Mary mother house in Monroe, MI in sharing speakers.
· Should the By-Laws be changed to allow the DREs and IHMs on the Board of Directors?

· Tom Lumpkin will contact the DREs and IHM to determine if they wish to be on the Board.

· The By-Laws already provide for the head of a specific committee to be on the Board.

· A change to the By-Laws may not be necessary. 
New Elephants

· July 2009 to June 2010 is the “Year of the Priest,” as declared by the Vatican.

· Availability of the Eucharist

· Importing priests from third-world countries – moral aspects

· Return to per-Vatican II outlook.

· Intentional Eucharistic Communities.

Other Issues
· Book Discussions:
· Some members have inquired if the Elephants would sponsor book discussion meetings.

· The Elephants bring in speakers who are authors, who discuss their books.

· This may lead to further discussions among members, but the parent organization does not wish to organize further, at least at this time.
· Educational Forums at Sacred Heart Seminary:

· Members have asked if some educational forums could be scheduled at Sacred Heart Seminary.

· Attendance of seminarians might help bring older and younger priests closer, a goal of the Elephants.

· Some topics, such as John O’Malley’s What Happened at Vatican II, could be of particular interest to seminarians.

· Gerry Bechard will approach Msgr. Jeff Montforton, rector of the seminary.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Elephants in the Living Room
Attachments:

· Approved Minutes of  October 23, 2008 Meeting

· Treasurer’s Report

· A Modest Proposal
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