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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

October 23, 2008
Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan, and JoAnn Vasely

Minutes of the August 28, 2008 Board Meeting were approved.

The revised Annual Statement (July 2007 – June 2008) was approved.

The Financial Report (August 28, 2008 – October 23, 2008) was approved.

Financial Statement for the Davis Hollenback Educational Forum:

· A new format was presented that included all costs associated with the forum

· There was a loss of $675.75

· The Education Committee would like to continue the policy of the free will offering.

· The Board stresses the need for a stronger appeal from the facilitator for such offerings.

· If this is not successful, the Board will review the need for a registration fee.
The Budget for July 2008 – June 2009 was approved.

Bulk mail status:

· The US Postal Service requires an independent audit be provided with the application/

· The estimated costs for an independent audit is $500.

· The application fee is $$200.

· The annual fee is $150.

· Mailings to priests are covered by an in-kind contribution.

· Estimated savings at this time are $600. per year.

· The savings due not justify the preparation costs and effort at this time.

Nonprofit status: While there are some advantages to have a 501 (c) (3) status, there are significant application costs and document filing that will be incurred.  There are annual reports to be made to the federal and state governments and certain laws that put constraints on how the organization can operate.  The Board believes it should not pursue nonprofit status at this time.
Education Committee:

· A letter was sent to priests and deacons  of the  Archdiocese on considerations of Catholic issues for voting.  See attachment

· This letter was in response to an appeal by Jim Sheehan, president, Catholics for the Common Good.

· Helen Prejean is not available for January 2009 due to recovery from foot surgery.

· Fr. Michael Crosby, OFM, has been contacted to speak in January.

· His suggested talk is: Gospel Poverty in the Face of the Collapse on Wall Street.
· Polorization among the priests:

· Priests would feel more free to attend if attendance were limited to priests.

· Invite Msgr. Michael LeFevre to an education committee meeting to discuss/arrange.
Membership:

· The annual membership renewal letter will be mailed this weekend (October 25).

· The letter will include the flyer for Fr. John Baldovin.

· Twenty-five new members joined at the David Hollenback educational forum.

· The Elephants received a letter fro Brother Fitzpatrick, Louisville, KY.

· He became a member.

· He has been a consistent user of the Elephants’ website.

· He is very appreciative of the content of the website.

· He commends the Elephants and expressed gratitude.

Pastoral Planning:  No report.

Scheduling a Membership Meeting:

· There appears to be low interest for a membership meeting at this time.

· A membership meeting is needed in the spring to elect the president, the secretary and new facilitator.
Replacing the secondary facilitator:

· Marilyn LeBlanc submitted her resignation due to potential conflicts with family responsibilities.

· Tom Kyle was assigned the task of finding three nominees, which were:

· Carol Boulanger

· Kathy Chateau

· Paul Lippard

· All three candidates are highly qualified.

· The Board consensed on Kathy Chateau.

· Tom Kyle will contact Kathy Chateau and confirm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Elephants in the Living Room
Attachment

· Letter to presbyterate on voting

October 20, 2008

Dear Brother in Ordained Ministry,

You probably have some people in your parish of other ministry who are wondering if they, as Catholics, can vote for Barack Obama. In responding pastorally, you might find very helpful a just published book by Douglas W. Kmiec, Can a Catholic Support Him? (The Overlook Press, 2008), 174 pages, $12.00). Mr Kmiec is a well-known Catholic who labels himself a pro-life, conservative Republican.  He is a constitutional lawyer who has taught at Catholic University and served as head of the Office of Legal Counsel for both Presedents Regan and George H.W. Bush. He argues persuasively that the full scope of Catholic teaching cannot be reduced to a single issue. To quote him:

As Ronald Regan’s legal counsel and as dean and professor at Catholic University, I have worked to put the law on the side of life where it belongs. But after 35 years, a new approach is needed. Too many unborn lives are being lost as we wait for judges to get it right. Barack Obama’s strengthening of support for prenatal care, health care, maternity leave, and adoption will make the difference.  Studies confirm it.  We are all called to build a culture of life – but there’s more to it than just hoping that the next Supreme Court justice somehow deals with Roe v. Wade. A bad economy is threatening to human life. Women facing the moral tragedy of abortion are facing it, now, today – and they need a supportive community and tangible help, not condemnation,

In saying the above Mr. Kmiec is being faithful to the U.S. Bishops’ 2007 Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.

Fraternally,

Bishop Tom Gumbleton 

Fr. Ralph Kowalski

Deacon Paul Lippard

Fr. Tom Lumpkin

Fr. Bob Morand

Fr. Dan Murphy

Fr. Ed Scheuerman
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