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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

August 28, 2008

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Carol Boulanger, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan, and JoAnn Vasely

Guests:
Deacon Paul Lippard

Minutes of the April 21, 2008 Board Meeting were approved.

The financial statement for July 2007 – June 2008 period was approved as noted.

Education Committee report:

· Fr. John Baldovin, SJ will be the speaker for the November educational Forum

· The date has not yet been agreed on with Fr. Baldovin.

· S.S. Simon & Jude, Westland will host the meeting.

· The subject will deal with taking back the liturgy from Vatican II.

· Fr. Baldovin has just published a book on the subject.

· Elizabeth Johnson, Fordum University, will address the Elephants on March 27, 2009.

· Helen Prejean, the speaker in January 2009, has just had foot surgery.
· She will keep us posted on her healing process.

Elephants for 2008-2009:

· Bridging the polarization of newly ordained and older priests.

· What would the younger priests like to hear in future programs?

· Burnout of priests and parish leadership due to continuing decline of priests’ numbers.

Bishop Gumbleton’s 40th anniversary

· Bishop Gumbleton has requested that the Elephants forego any celebration event.

· Bishop Gumbleton requested that the Elephants might contribute to a hospital in Haiti: St. Michael Klinik

· The Elephants will present Bishop Gumbleton a check for $2500. to Fonkoze USA.

Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance’s Anti-Racism program

· The DCPA is sponsoring Dr. Eddie Moore on September 27, 2008

· The DCPA has requested the Elephants to join them as sponsors for this event.

· The Elephants will contribute $200. to the DCPA as sponsors.

· The Elephants will promote the event, including announcement on September 18, 2008.

Fr. Gerry Bechard has been awarded a sabbatical to study in Rome.

· He leaves September 7, 2008.

· He returns November 26, 2008.

Marilyn Leblanc’s resignation

· Marilyn LeBlanc resigned as facilitator understudy to Jack Ryan. 

· Marilyn anticipates potential conflicts caring for a granddaughter.

· Tom Kyle will contact potential replacements.

· Tom Kyle will present candidates at the next Board Meeting for selection and approval.

AoD Directors of Religious Education incorporation.

· Deacon Paul Lippard has extended an invitation to all DREs in the archdiocese to attend the next Elephants’ educational forum.

· He has requested Tom Kyle to provide him with the agenda for that meeting that he will forward to the DREs.

· An earlier proposal had been made to incorporate the DREs as members of the Elephants.

· The Board agrees to postpone that consideration for a year.

Presbyteral Council

· Fr. Brian Cokonougher, pastor of Holy Trinity, Port Huron and a member of the Presbyteral Council, has indicated that the Presbyteral Council would like to meet with representatives of the Elephants.

· Fr. Tom Lumpkin will follow-up with Fr. Cokonougher.

The report on bulk mail was tabled.  Earl LeTissier was ill and unable to attend.

The report on nonprofit incorporation was tabled.  Earl LeTissier was ill and unable to attend.

Next Board Meeting:

· The next Board Meeting will be October 10, 2008 at 12:30 PM at Dayhouse.

· Earl LeTissier will make presentations on:

· Bulk mail

· Nonprofit considerations

· Need for and agenda for an October membership meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Secretary

Elephants in the Living Room
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