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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

April 21, 2008

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan, and JoAnn Vasely

Guests:
Earl LeTissier; Deacon Paul Lippard

Minutes of the Board Meetings of July 24, 2007 and December 11, 2007 were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:
Approved.

Membership Report:
1040 members and growing.

Education Report

· Fr. David Hollenback S.J.  will speak on September 18.

· The Gospel, Church Teaching and Political Involvement, or

· Faith and Politics: A Catholic Spirituality

· The site is yet to be determined.

· Bishop Geoffrey Robinson, Australian bishop, may be available for a June 2008 forum.

· Bishop Robinson addresses the sexual abuse crisis as the bishops managing the crisis vs. resolving the crisis.

· Bishop Gumbleton will meet with Bishop Robinson next week and assess if a June forum is feasible and extend an invitation.

Proposal from Deacon Paul Lippard

· Paul Lippard has led a committee that has provided speakers for the Directors of Religious Education.

· The committee has been unable to continue to fund quality speakers for the DREs.

· Paul Lippard would like to extend the Elephants’ educational forums to the DREs.

· Benzinger provides a list of DRS by parish.

· Paul Lippard will provide that list to Tom Kyle.

· Tom Kyle will create a mailing list for the DREs.

· Paul Lippard and Tom Kyle will draft an invitation letter to the DREs.

· Paul Lippard will become a member of the Education Committee.

Proposal from Mary Fran Gilleran, IHM  (based on earlier discussions with Tom Lumpkin and Tom Kyle)
· The IHMs are interested in many of the Elephants’ speakers.
· The IHMs would like to have some of these speakers at Monroe for continuing education of its members.
· The IHMs would share some of the costs to bring these speakers to Detroit.
· These costs would include the extra costs for the speaker to stay overnight and meals.
· An IHM representative would become a member of the Education Committee.
· This proposal is acceptable to the Elephants.
· Tom Lumpkin will discuss further details with Mary Fran Gilleran, IHM, president of the IHMs.
Organization Committee

· The need to move to bulk mail has become more urgent.

· The source for stamps to mail invitations to priests and deacons has ended.

· Fr. Tom Lumpkin prefers not to use bulk mailing for invitations to priests and deacons. 

· Requirements for bulk mailing are too restrictive for personnel doing the mailings.

· Fr. Lumpkin will provide the stamps from his resources.

· All other mailings will be handled by bulk mail.

Advocacy Committee
· A letter from Fr. Larry Jackson was presented at the last Board meeting on an earlier meeting (December 11, 2007) with some parishioners from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Emmett, MI.
· The letter described complaints from some staff people about actions of the administrator.

· The Board asked for further contact with parish leaders.

· Subsequently the administrator was transferred and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel has been clustered with two other parishes and has a new pastor.

· The pastor of St. Rene’s, Sterling Heights, the subject of earlier inquiries for advocacy, may be transferred to another assignment according to reliable information.

Celebration for Bishop Gumbleton’s 40th Anniversary1/
· Last spring a planned celebration for the 40th anniversary of Bishop Gumbleton’s ordination as a bishop was postponed in consideration of the grieving of the parishioners of St. Leo’s.

· That grieving period has passed.

· The Board proposed a committee to plan the celebration in 2008.

· Initial members of the committee are: Mary Black, Fr. Gerry Bechard, Fr. Bob Morand, Fr. Norm Thomas, Tom Kyle, Fr. Tom Lumpkin, Carol Boulanger, Marilyn LeBlanc, Earl LeTissier and Joann Vasely.

· Tom Kyle will organize the committee and call the first meeting.

· Bishop Gumbleton does not wish a traditional celebration with a reception and/or meal.

· Mary Black proposed a fund raiser for Bishop Gumbleton’s medical clinic in Haiti.

Recognition of Mary Black and Marilyn LeBlanc

· Mary Black and Marilyn are completing their offices on the Board of Directors.

· Recognition will be made at the next educational forum (if there is one by June 30).

· Alternative is a dinner for the departing officers by other members of the Board (not funded by the Elephants’ treasury).

General Meeting:  There is no need for a General Membership Meeting before the summer.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Secretary
1/
A few days after this meeting, Bishop Gumbleton contacted Mary Black and expressed firmly that he did not want to have a banquet or reception in his honor.  He stated that the fund raiser might be a possibility; however, at the moment, there are public disturbances in Haiti and support for the medical clinic has been temporarily suspended.  The initial meeting of the committee therefore was postponed until later in the summer.
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