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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

December 11, 2007

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Tom Lumpkin, Jack Ryan, and JoAnn Vasely

Minutes:
Not presented.

Treasurer’s Report:
Approved.

Membership Report:
925 Members




$3735 received in renewed memberships since October 1.




122 members contributed in the membership renewal drive to date.
Advocacy Report
Fr. Larry Jackson, Diane McDonald and Sharon O’Hara Bruce met with former employers and parishioners of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Emmett to discuss grievances relating to their termination on the arrival of a new pastor.  While it appears that the terminated employees were deeply hurt by the actions of the pastor, the board had the following questions”

· What do the parish officers say?
· Should the advocacy committee meet with the parish council?

· Is there resistance to new ideas?

· Are the parishioners holding on to old ideas?

Nonprofit Parish Corporations
Cardinal Maida plans to convert all parish ownership from corporate sole to private nonprofit corporations by the end of 2007.  While little information has come forth from the archdiocese, some concerns have been raised by the membership that led to a general discussion.
· Not an issue with the presbyterate.

· Only Fr. Charles Morris has raised questions.

· Other U.S. dioceses have made this conversion, e.g., Green Bay

· The conversion of corporate sole to private nonprofit corporations is not an issue with the Canon Law Society of America

The Board agreed to wait and see.  Not enough information has been made available by the archdiocese.

Commonweal Article: Priests Coping Poorly
Rev. Paul Stanosz published an article on Commonweal, November 23, 2007, describing the health problems of priests trying to cope in a declining presbyterate.  The Board agreed that the issues raised in the Commonweal article existed in the Detroit presbyterate.  Fr. Larry Ventline advised the Board that Care of the Soul would be sponsoring Fr. Paul Stanosz at Sacred Heart, Roseville on December 15.  The Board agreed to extend an invitation to the membership and to promote the presentation on the Elephants’ website.
Robert Blair Kaiser
Robert Blair Kaiser spoke to the Elephants in October 2006 about promoting new structures for the Catholic Church in the United States.  He requested a follow-up presentation with the Elephants.  The Education Committee had previously decided to not extend an invitation.  The Board decided to wait further developments before extending an invitation. 

Nominations for Election
· Vice-president:
Fr. Gerry Bechard

· Treasurer:
Robin Wagner

· Facilitator:
TBD

Tony Kosnik, chairperson of the Organization Committee, will contact the candidates for their approval.

The election will take place at the general meeting prior to June 30, 2008.

Next Membership Meeting: Monday, February 11, 2008 at 1:00 PM at Our Lady of Fatima, Oak Park.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Kyle

Secretary
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