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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
Board Meeting

July 24, 2007

Location:
Dayhouse, Detroit, MI

Present:
Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Carol Boulanger, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Tom Lumpkin, Ron Modras, Kim Ratigan, Jack Ryan, and JoAnn Vasely

Minutes
Minutes of the board meeting on April 2, 2007 approved.

Treasurer’s Report
· Treasurer’s report for period of January 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007 approved.
· A treasurer’s report was requested for the period of July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007

· Needed to apply for a solicitor’s license.

Identification of Issues as Elephants in the Living Room
· Backtracking toward a pre-Vatican II Church.

· Unspoken underlying theology from Vatican II.

· Church leadership movement from Gaudium et Spes toward Lumen Gentium.
· From promoting the kingdom of God toward emphasis on doctrine.

· Reintroduction of the Tridentine (Latin) Mass.

· Affect of the 1969 church closings on Detroit’s neighborhoods.

· Wayne State study.

· Proclaiming Catholic teaching on war.

· Especially as it applies to the war in Iraq.

· Race as it is handled in the Church.

· Gay members of the church and their treatment.

· Proactive posture toward a new archbishop.

· Healing vs. aggression.

Celebration of the 1976 Call to Action Conference in Detroit

· Elephants in the Living Room as working with Call to Action, Call to Action Michigan, Voice of the Faithful Michigan and Pax Christi Michigan in joint sponsorship of this celebration.

· The celebration will be held August 22, 2007 at SS. Simon & Jude, Westland.

· The main speakers will be David O’Brien and Robert Heineman.

· The cost is $50.

Strategies for addressing Catholic teaching on war
· We don’t hear anything today from the pulpit on the war.

· There is a violence of silence.

· Promote the bishops’ letter: The Challenge of Peace.

· Sr. Annalise Sinnot’s On Catholic Teaching on War.
· What is an effective means to promote preaching on Catholic principles on war?

· A letter to all priests of the archdiocese would be more effective than a general meeting.
· The readings of August 19 (20th Sunday in Ordinary Time) present a good scriptural background.

· Tom Lumpkin will draft the letter to be sent out about August 4 asking priests not to be silent on the war.

· Should a presentation be made in a meeting in addition to the letter?

· This has been deferred to the Education Committee to be addressed at its next meeting.

Advocacy Committee Report
· The Advocacy Committee has set up three teams to accept petitions from parishes or individuals.

· Each team has been assigned a parish from initial petitions:

· Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Emmitt, MI
· St. Anne, Warren

· St. Timothy, Trenton.

· Process for responding to petitions from parishes:

· Listen to parish leaders and gather documents.

· Meet with the pastor

· Make assessment to the Board.

· The Board will send a letter to Cardinal Maida, the regional bishop and vicar.

Take Back Our Church (TBOC) report

· Robert Blair spoke at general Meetings in November 2006 on an autochthonous church in the US.

· This would recognize the spiritual leadership of the pope.

· Governance would be administered nationally by the USCCB

· Armenian, Coptic and Malkite Churches are examples of this proposal.
· First planning meeting was held in Scottsdale, AZ on March 30, 2007

· Second planning meeting was held in Providence, RI on June 30, 2007.

· A national conference is planned for Spring 2008 at Notre Dame.

Administration Report
· The name Elephants in the Living Room has been registered.

· Application is being made with the State of Michigan for a solicitor’s license.

· The annual membership drive will begin in September.

Invitation
· The Elephants have been invited to speak at Bolling Green University on September 29, 2007 on what Detroit did on church closings.

· Tony Kosnik will speak on behalf of the Elephants.

Tom Kyle

Secretary
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