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Detroit’s financial trouble
Regarding “Financially strapped archdiocese subsidizes troubled center” (NCR, Feb. 10): Detroit Catholics have inherited a Washington monument. We’ve called it the “white elephant in Washington.” Many Catholics have known about the debt related to the John Paul II Cultural Center; we just haven’t known the amount.
In 2004, a committee of Call to Action of Michigan queried the archdiocese’s Presbyteral Council about this. The council responded that the question deserved looking into and forwarded the question to Cardinal Adam Maida. No response was received. In December 2005 reporters from the Detroit news media began asking if clergy or laity could provide documentation to link the debt of the John Paul II Cultural Center to the financial problems of the Detroit archdiocese. We thought that we would see something in the Detroit papers shortly. We were surprised to see the revelation come from Joe Feuerherd of NCR.
We believe Catholics of Detroit need to hear about this debt, especially when schools and parishes are being denied needed funds because there is not enough money to loan. In December 2004 St. Gregory Parish, Detroit, petitioned the archdiocese for $100,000 to repair a boiler, and was told there are others who have more need for the short funds available. It took NCR to flush this out, and we are grateful for that. Thank you.
TOM KYLE
Farmington, Mich.
Tom Kyle is the secretary of Elephants in the Living Room, an organization of concerned Catholics in the Detroit archdiocese.


