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DISCUSSING WHAT NEEDS TO BE DISCUSSED

P.O. Box 644

Farmington, MI 48332

Website: www.elephantsinthelivingroom.com
November 7, 2005

Adam Cardinal Maida

Archbishop of Detroit

1234 Washington Blvd., 8th Floor

Detroit, MI 48226

Dear Brother in Christ,

We are aware of the concerns of the people of St. James, Ferndale, St. Rene Goupil, Sterling Heights and St. Anne, Warren and the plight of the staff at these parishes who were dismissed or forced to resign by new pastors or administrators.  We are disheartened by the injustices that have taken place.  In a time that the Church is under duress in the media and the archdiocese is stressed by financial matters, we are concerned about the well being of the archdiocese, the priests involved, as well as the staff and parishioners of these parishes.  This kind of publicity puts a bad face on the archdiocese.

We recognized that the Church’s authority must be maintained, but should this be at the cost of the suffering of so many?  We realize that there is a shortage of priests and that your choices for pastoral selection are limited.   However, the damages being done to these parishes and to the archdiocese are of significant concern.  We would hope that the process for the selection of pastors would reflect sensitivity to the needs and character of the parish. 

For the sake of the archdiocese, we urge that action be taken by archdiocesan leadership to facilitate healing in these parishes.  We request that in consultation with the Presbyteral Council a process be developed that will reflect greater respect for the needs and the character of the parish to which new pastors are assigned.  We recognize that you are the shepherd of these people and will do the right thing.

Yours in Christ,

The Steering Committee:
Rev. Gerry Bechard, Mary Black, Tony Kosnik, Tom Kyle, Marilyn LeBlanc, Rev. Tom Lumpkin, Diane McDonald,      Rev. Norm Thomas
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cc: Presbyteral Council
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