Celibacy Survey

Call to Action of Michigan

P.O. Box 691

Warren, MI 48090-0691

Date

Dear Father,

As you know, 163 priests in the Milwaukee Diocese signed a letter to Bishop Wilton Gregory on August 19, stating their belief that it was time for our church to have an open discussion of the mandatory celibacy rule that applies to (most) priests in the Roman rite.  On September 22, The Association of Pittsburg priests publicly stated their full support for such an open discussion within the church.

Our discussions with various priests in Michigan suggest that at least some priests here are in agreement with the Milwaukee and Pittsburg priests.  As you may know, Call to Action strongly supports such an open discussion of the celibacy rule, but we are not interested in putting any priests at risk for expressing such support publicly.  We do believe, however, that for the health of the Church, locally and globally, priests should have an opportunity to express their opinions in anonymity.  We would like to provide such a setting, by conducting a completely anonymous survey of all the priests in Michigan.  The survey is very straightforward:

----------------------------------------------Clip Here------------------------------------------------------

Do you favor an open discussion of the mandatory celibacy rule for Diocesan priests?


Yes
      No

Not Sure
(Circle One)

My age:
25-40
     41-50
  51-60
 61-70

Over 70 
(Circle One)

Are you Retired? ________
Are you a member of a religious order?__________

To make sure that no one’s privacy would be invaded, all returns, unsigned, should be placed in the smaller envelope, then placed in the larger pre-addressed envelope, and returned to Call to Action at P.O. Box 691, Warren, MI.  All outer envelopes will be discarded before the inner envelopes are opened, making sure that no responses can be linked to an individual priest.  Feel free to comment, on the reverse side of this questionnaire, if you wish.

Results will be tallied and released to the Michigan Bishops, and to the press for publication.

We urge you to give serious consideration to participating in this survey.

To be included in the survey, please return your questionnaire by __________.

Sincerely,

(Hand written Signature (s)

[Local CTA Leader’s Name(s)

